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Editorial 


The trials of fascist youth 

Britain’s youth can breathe a small sight of relief at the 
fact that both the British National Party and the National 
Front have suffered considerable setbacks with their 
youth sections recently. Both organisations have lost 
their youth organisers in the past month. 

The jailing of Simon Northfield, the NF’s youth 
organiser, and the revelation of photographs of him in 
Nazi uniform and a Ku Klux Klan outfit show that the NF 
is not run by ordinary people concerned about “asylum 
and immigration” but by fanatical race-haters. 

Mark Collett, leader of the Young BNP, made a right 
fool of himself when he was the subject of a Channel 4 
documentary last month. The swaggering arrogance of 
the man was something to behold and, just as in 
Northfield’s trial, his true beliefs in Nazism were 
revealed. The programme gave a real sense of the 
twisted nature of the smarmy Collett, who came across 
as a pathetic, hateful, creature. 
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New fascist meets New Labour 
Europe's fascists try to distance themselves from the 
appalling crimes that they committed in the 1930s and 
1940s by declaring that these were the crimes of the old 
fascists. So Gianfranco Fini’s party may have lineage that 
goes directly back to Mussolini, but in the new “post- 
modern” age he argues that he is simply a post-fascist. 
While the government was busy squaring up to the 
Fire Brigades Union, one of its ministers, John Prescott, 
met Fini in London. Historically in Britain, if not the rest 
of Europe, socialists did not do business with fascists. 
Ministers in the current Labour government were 
among those who protested last time Fini came to 
Britain. Clearly the Labour leadership has a new policy 
and there were no similar protests this time, apart from 
the Anti Nazi League and Italian anti-fascists. Meeting 
Fini brought shame upon the Labour Party. While there 
may be no such thing as a post-fascist, perhaps the 
meeting shows that there are some post-socialists. 


The election of a BNP councillor in Blackburn is depressing but not too unpredictable. The BNP worked the area 
hard and there remains a residual racism in a town that saw two racists councillors elected in the 1970s. However, 
it is important to move forward. This election must be a warning for what may occur next May and, in particular, in 
the 2004 all-out council and European elections. Anti-fascists and the main political parties must rapidly re- 


examine their policies and, above all, devise a strategy to re-connect with voters. 
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RACIST GANG GET 


F youth 
organiser Simon 
Northfield 


NE YG? cencortininns 


Northfield, was jailed last month after police 
foiled a plot by a racist gang to attack 


ORGANISER 2.222222 


ment between them. 


Seven of the gang were caught sitting in a white 
van with tinted windows with an assortment of 
weapons including an imitation gun, CS gas 
canisters, an axe, a knuckleduster and plastic 
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5 YEARS 


handcuffs. All eight later pleaded guilty to 
conspiracy to commit racially aggravated assault 
and were given sentences ranging from 18 months 
to over four years at Kingston Crown Court. 

Police searches of the racists’ London homes led 
to the discovery of more weapons and NF and other 
nazi literature. Evidence was also found that linked 
members of the gang to Combat 18. 

When police raided Northfield’s home _ in 
Wallington, south London, they found pictures of 
him in Nazi uniform and in a Ku Klux Klan costume 
brandishing a knife. Northfield, 23, is no stranger 
to Searchlight readers. In February 2000 he 
admitted attacking supporters of the Anti Nazi 
League and shouting racist abuse while he was on 
an NF rally in Margate. 

A raid on another gang member’s address yielded 
33 knives, a sword, a knuckleduster and racist 
material. 

The gang were caught by police in a car park at 
Tooting Bec lido, south London, at 9pm on 29 
September 2001. Inside the van were numerous 
items that formed a “kidnap kit”. They included 
eight balaclavas, two extendable batons, surgical 
face masks, screwdrivers and two craft-knife 
blades taped together so that when the racists cut 
their victim the wounds would be difficult to stitch. 

Police believe that the gang were about to carry 
out an attack on a randomly selected Afro- 
Caribbean as a revenge for an earlier fight with a 
group of Somalis. 

One of the gang members, who cannot be named 
for legal reasons as he is only 17, approached his 
friend Paul Lewis, 19, and asked for help after he 
had apparently been involved in a fracas with two 
Somalis. The court heard how Lewis arranged for the 
armed gang to meet up. 

The longest sentence was dished out to 
Northfield, who was jailed for four years and four 
months. Lewis, a hospital porter, was jailed for 
three years. Paul Connell, 21, was jailed for three 
years and nine months. It transpired that Connell, 
like many on the racist right, was a misfit. As a 
teenager he had been bullied and was lonely as he 
had no friends. He joined the NF thugs so that he 
could be “one of the gang”, the court was told. 

James Kennett, 19, had a previous conviction for 
putting NF stickers on a shop window and car 
belonging to an Asian shopkeeper. He was jailed for 
three years and six months. When police searched 
his home they found racist pamphlets and 
magazines, including NF literature. 

Thomas Slade, 21, a window fitter, was jailed 
for three years and nine months. Paul White, 25, a 
kitchen fitter, was sentenced to three years and 
10 months. 

Two 17-year-olds were each jailed for 18 months. 
It transpired that it was one of the 17-year-olds 
who was the main supplier of the weapons. 

Sentencing the gang, Judge Anne Wakefield said: 
“The offence to which you have all pleaded guilty is 
so serious that in each case an immediate 
custodial sentence can be justified”. 


National Front 


Considerably smaller than the British National 
Party, the National Front (NF) has recently been 
picking up new members who are attracted by its 
uncompromising racism. Some of these people 
are raw recruits who have been influenced by 
anti-asylum seeker racism in the media. Others, 
attracted by the hardline stance, have come over 
from the BNP. 

The NF has hit the headlines over the past few 
years with a series of provocative marches and 
rallies in Margate, Kent; Bermondsey and 
Whitehall in London; and Nottingham, Leicester 
and Worcester in the East Midlands. The NF is 
also active in Newham, east London, Leeds, 
Birmingham, Great Yarmouth, Aberdeen and 
Dundee. 

The NF’s main publication is The Flame. One of 
the leading activists is Terry Blackham, a 
convicted gun runner. Others include Mick Shore, 
Norman Tomkinson and Bernard Franklin. 
The party chairman is Tom Holmes. 

Steve Irwin, the “trick or treat” killer from 
Northern Ireland, who was released under the 
Good Friday Agreement, took part in an NF march 
in London in November 2000. 

NF activity in London has visibly declined since 
Northfield and his associates were arrested. 


Combat 18 


Re-emerging after several years of inactivity, 
Combat 18 (C18) was formed in 1992 as a 
stewarding group for the British National Party. 
It became a separate organisation a year later. 

Three supporters were imprisoned in 1997 
for sending letter bombs and six others for 
producing racist material. C18 is heavily 
implicated in football hooliganism, with followers 
involved in Chelsea, West Ham, Oldham, Cardiff, 
Oxford, Reading and Rangers gangs. C18 is 
closely aligned with the National Front and 
provides protection for its rallies. 


Ci8 runs its own nazi music operation, though 
this has declined in recent years. The 30 to 50- 
strong organisation has its own publication called 
The Stormer, which is run by west London based 
Mark Atkinson. 

The main areas of C18 activity are west London, 
Oldham and West Yorkshire. 
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Young, Nazi 


Mark Collett 
relaxes for 
the camera 


by Nick Lowles 


he man tipped to become the next leader of the 

British National Party has admitted he is a nazi 

sympathiser and is inspired by images of German 
nazis “sieg heiling” in the streets. 

Mark Collett, leader of the Young BNP and a member 
of the party’s ruling Advisory Council, made the 
admission to Channel Four last month. In a revealing 
documentary, he boasted of his support for Hitler’s 
Germany, said he would prefer to live in 1930s Germany 
than in many cities of northern England today and 
declared that he could not understand why people 
should find images of German soldiers giving nazi 
salutes upsetting. 

The BNP leadership moved swiftly to limit the fallout 
by publicly sacking Collett as leader of the Young BNP 
and announcing a tribunal to consider his very 
membership of the party. However, Searchlight has 
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learnt that this is a scam to reduce political 
damage to the party. On Sunday 10 Novem- 
ber, less than a week after the programme 
was broadcast, Collett shared a platform 
with Nick Griffin, the BNP leader, at a party 
meeting in Bradford. 

Young, Nazi and Proud was an hour-long 
documentary that examined the new, 
respectable face of the BNP. For eight 
months, programme maker David Modell 
chronicled Collett’s political and personal 
life. What emerged was an intriguing insight 
into the mind of a man who hopes one day to 
lead the party. 

Collett was shown squaring up to Anti Nazi 
League protesters at Leeds town hall, 
confidently canvassing voters in Bradford 
and giving articulate interviews to television 
stations. Yet we also witnessed the real Mark 
Collett: insecure, vain and a social misfit. 

“Collett was a case study in artless, idiotic 
arrogance. Pumping iron semi-naked in his 
basement and getting a little too animated 
about watching ‘a brain-dead white slag’ 
snogging a black man suggested there was 
something a little repressed about the boy,” 
noted Gareth McLean in his review of the 
programme for The Guardian. 

“We saw a swaggering young man high on 
self-delusion,” wrote Andrew Anthony in 
The Observer. “A shot of him strutting 
manfully in front of Anti Nazi League 
demonstrators seemed to capture his almost 
pathological vanity ... What I found most 
shocking, though, were not Collett’s views — 
as predictable as they were reprehensible 
— but the knowledge that he was a fan of 
Alan Partridge. How could he appreciate the 
absurdity of Partridge, you wondered, 
without recognising his own?” 

In one of the most revealing insights into his 
character, Collett discussed with much bitterness the 
break-up of a relationship. After attacking his former 
girlfriend, he told Modell: “I like to break people. 
When you've broken them and sucked that last bit of 
life out of them. That's it. 

“When people say that I am evil, yeah I am. But it all 
depends. I’m either the sweetest angel or the most evil 
being you've ever encountered. It just depends which 
side you push me. Never kill people. Push them to the 
point of despair where they do it themselves because 
that’s when you've really won.” 

In another scene, the arrogant Collett told the reporter: 
“Hitler will live on forever and maybe I will too”. 

Searchlight had long known that Collett was a hardline 
nazi. He began his political life in the National Front and 
became its student organiser before switching his 
allegiance to the BNP. For the past two years he has been 
aregular on the nazi Blood and Honour music scene and, 


tupid! 


during a personal dispute with the former Yorkshire NF 
organiser, Tony White, boasted of a close connection 
with Whitelaw, a band linked to the British Movement. 
At the BNP’s Red, White and Blue festival last year, Collett 
made a hardline speech in favour of “white power”. 

Despite his obvious nazi credentials, Collett became 
leader of the Young BNP after engineering the removal 
of its previous leader, Paul Golding. In the local elections 
last May, Collett coordinated the BNP campaign in 
Bradford and in June, as he finished his studies at Leeds 
University, he became a full-timer for the party. 

Last spring he was approached by Channel Four with 
the idea of the programme. Despite the historical 
antipathy of previous programmes on Channel Four to 
the BNP and only six months after the damaging 
Panorama documentary, Collett needed little 
persuading to co-operate. A man whose ego is probably 
matched only by that of his leader, Collett believed it 
was an opportunity to become a household name. 
Unfortunately for the little Hitler, his eagerness to 
impress was his own downfall. 

Among his more illuminating quotes were: 

& “National Socialism was the best solution for the 
German people in the 1930s.” 
& “I honestly can’t understand how a man who's seen 
the inner city hell of Britain today can’t look back on that 
era [Hitler's Germany] with a certain nostalgia and think 
yeah, those people marching through the streets and all 
those happy people out in the streets, you know, saluting 
and everything, was a bad thing.” 
& “Honestly now, would you prefer your kid growing up 
in Oldham and Burnley or 1930s Germany? It would be 
better for your child to grow up there.” 
& “I’m going to level with you. I’d never say this on 
camera, yeah, and you can say this to whoever you want, 
‘cos it’s true. The Jews have been thrown out of every 
country, including England. There’s not a single 
European country the Jews have not been thrown out of. 
And let’s face it, David, when it happens so many times 


it’s not just persecution. There’s no smoke without fire.” 

The BNP’s decision to sack Collett as leader of the 
Young BNP and consider his future membership has 
been presented as an example of the new BNP 
discarding its nazi past. 

“To journalists who have alleged over the past couple 
of years that ‘the BNP hasn't really changed’, this action 
provides the proof that it really has,” Nick Griffin 
announced the day after the programme. “Because 
extremist sentiments which would once have been 
commonplace and accepted — even flaunted — within 
the BNP have now led us to sack one of our best, 
most capable and organisationally most useful 
young assets.” 

In reality Griffin has no intention of losing someone 
who he sees as a possible replacement. Collett has had 
to stand down, but this is probably temporary or only for 
public consumption. Indeed, Collett and Griffin are 
believed to have watched the programme together. 

Only days after the programme, when Collett was 
allegedly facing an internal tribunal, the two shared a 
platform at a BNP meeting in South Bradford. 
Collett apologised for the political damage he might 
have caused the party but heaped the blame on a 
disreputable programme maker. 

Griffin has taken a similar line. In a statement on the 
BNP website he declared: “Despite its dismay at some of 
his comments and determination not take tough action 
over them, the party leadership does recognise and 
value the self-restraint Mr Collett showed when an 
individual he had somewhat naively come to regard as 
a friend revealed the extent to which he had betrayed 
both his personal confidence and his professional 
word about how he would conduct the filming for 
the programme. 

“Then again, it would have been a thousand times 
better if Mark had not put himself — and hence the party 
— in such a position in the first place.” 

In behaviour now typical of him, Griffin absolves 
himself of any responsibility for this debacle. Being 
leader he should have had some control over the entire 
project but he overlooks that in his attack on the 
programme makers. 

Collett’s admissions reveal the true nazi beliefs of 
many in the BNP leadership. Griffin’s public repudiation 
of him while privately backing him exposes the lizard- 
type nature of the leader himself. The reality is, as many 
BNP members privately concede, Young, Nazi and 
Proud will return to haunt the party in the future. 


Late news 


As Searchlight goes to press we hear 
that a BNP organiser in Yorkshire has 
resigned from the party in outrage over 
the Mark Collett programme. 

A regional organiser and three local 


organisers are also threatening to leave. 
Several regular donors have withdrawn 
their support for the party. 

Collett, however, remains unrepentant 
and insists that he will be back in 
charge of the Young BNP before long. 


Next month: The fallout. 
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All smiles: John Prescott shakes hands with 
Gianfranco Fini in London tn October 
© S. Mancuso 


Prescott plays into 
fascist leader’s hands 


John Prescott’s meeting with Gianfranco Fini, the Italian fascist leader, went unnoticed by 
the British media but for Fini it was a major coup in his party’s campaign to gain inter- 
national respectability. The two Deputy Prime Ministers shook hands in London at a time 
when Prescott was busy attacking trade unionists in Parliament and Silvio Berlusconi’s 
right-wing government was doing much the same at home. In an exclusive report for 
Searchlight, Alfio Bernabei explains why the meeting on 22 October was so important. 


o gain respectability and widen their European 
network is a prime objective of Italy’s fascists, or 
so-called “neo-fascists” or “post-fascists”. 
Whatever they are called, they are all the political 
descendants of Mussolini’s Blackshirts who took 
orders from Hitler. 

The acquisition of respectability is a strategic step, part of 
the rebranding process required to gain acceptance in 
times of intense media scrutiny. The fashion conscious 
Armani-clad Italian fascists have becomes masters of the 
media game. They strive to present the electorate with an 
acceptable face of fascism to gain an ever larger foothold 
in local and national government. 

Under Silvio Berlusconi’s government they have the best 
chance of success of the past 50 years. Berlusconi has 
made a series of pacts with the fascists and the fascists are 
wasting no time. To them Mussolini's ascent to power 
remains the best example of how to succeed. 

First, skilful use of the media. Second, the use of 
democracy as a means to gain power. Thirdly, the injection 
of large doses of xenophobia and racism among 
the population to help justify a strong government as the 
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“protector of the race”, as Mussolini put it. 

The world let it happen in 1922, the year of the so-called 
“march on Rome”. European governments simply watched 
as Mussolini was developing the doctrine that gave 
inspiration to Hitler and Nazi Germany. 

After the Second World War Italian fascism reemerged 
under the leadership of Giorgio Almirante, who was an 
official in the nazi-backed Sald Republic. His chief protégé, 
Gianfranco Fini, later took over from him. 

Thanks to Berlusconi’s victory in the 2001 general 
election Fini is now Italy’s Deputy Prime Minister. Still 
unwelcome in a number of countries because of his fascist 
background, a few weeks ago he was in London seeking to 
make himself acceptable to the British government and by 
implication to propel the advance of so called “post- 
fascism” internationally and provide succour to the extreme 
right everywhere. 

And what welcome did he get from New Labour? Even the 
British conservative press knows what Fini represents. On 
the day of his arrival in London The Times described his 
party, now called Alleanza Nazionale (National Alliance), 
as the “post fascist successor to Mussolini’s power base”, 


adding that “he has not yet been invited officially as Deputy 
Prime Minister to any EU countries”. 

This reluctance to invite him is because he epitomises the 
fascist who is opportunistically trying to win respectability by 
profiting from Italy’s present situation. The country is morally 
bankrupt, with the Prime Minister and his cronies enmeshed 
in corruption trials, and the third government party, Lega 
Nord (Northern League), fanning a wave of racism unseen 
since Mussolini’s racial laws of 1938. 

Fini has learned how to move tactically to reach his goal. 
He joined the fascist movement in 1967 aged 16 and grew 
in it to become general secretary to the fascist party, 
Movimento Sociale Italiano. He remained its leader until 
1995. When asked if he considered his 28 years of fascist 
militancy a mistake he replied: “No, why a mistake. It was 
a historical phase, a movement like the MSI was useful to 
Italy, to have a political formation which fought the 
demonisation of a part of our history.” | 

He continued: “I claimed the fascist label ... because it 
meant belonging to my political family, the MSI. The Roman 
salute and homage to Mussolini were to us the 
manifestation of an identity.” 

Fini owes his current position entirely to the Berlusconi 
phenomenon. The two formed the short-lived 1994 
government together with the xenophobic Umberto Bossi 
of the Northern League. Soon after this government fell, 
Fini understood that in order to renew his chances and gain 
from the disintegration of the Christian Democratic electoral 
base he had to move to the centre. He renamed the MSI 
the National Alliance. 

There was international dismay when Berlusconi first 
brought Fini into government with three National Alliance 
ministers. This was reflected in headlines in the British 
Press. “Berlusconi appoints neo-fascists”, said The 
Guardian. “Berlusconi picks three Fascists”, declared 
The Times. “Berlusconi attacked for ‘Duce’ praise”, noted The 
Sunday Times referring to the fact that the tycoon as well 
giving posts to neo-fascists was going round defending 
Mussolini: “He did a few good things”. 

Fini’s visit to London in 1995 was disrupted by Anti 
Nazi League protests. Several politicians, among them 
Peter Hain and Denis MacShane, stopped him speaking at 
Chatham House. MacShane, now minister for Europe in 
Tony Blair’s government, called Fini “the rising star of 
Europe’s reborn Fascism movement” intent on polishing his 
image as a charismatic television performer while at 
National Alliance meetings the “standard Italian antisemitic 
text is prominently on sale”. 

Fini had arranged his latest visit to London in the hope of 
demonstrating his acceptability in Europe and trying to 
impress Israel. The issue of his European ostracism was 
raised in an interview with an Israeli newspaper, Ha’aretz. 
Fini retorted: “As a member of the European Convention 
| can call a meeting anywhere, including London”. During 
the interview he also refused to call Mussolini a criminal 
and tried generally to evade questions about responsibility 
for fascism and its crimes. 

Of course there are many other questions that Fini has 
not yet addressed. For example, up to the present time he 
has not shown any intention of wanting to apologise for the 
death of thousands of British and Commonwealth soldiers 
in the war declared by Mussolini. Not that he was 
“personally” involved of course. As he told Ha’aretz, “| was 
born in 1952”. But he must have something to say about 
the responsibility borne by a party that after the events, in 
the full knowledge of all the links with Hitler's Germany and 
of Italy’s contribution to the Holocaust, he personally 
rekindled and presided over for so many years. 

Only days before Fini arrived in London Hain, then the 


Minister for Europe, cancelled his meeting with him. Whether 
this was a deliberate snub by the man who once called Fini a 
Nazi is not known. Whatever the reason, at the last moment 
another minister stepped into Hain’s place, ready to shake 
hands with Fini. John Prescott, never afraid to get his hands 
dirty, held a half hour meeting with Fini, unnoticed in Britain 
but big and welcome news for Fini’s camp. The sudden way in 
which it was organised prevented anti-fascist demonstrators 
from gathering outside Prescott’s office, although the Anti Nazi 
League mounted a small demonstration outside Claridge’s 
hotel where Fini was staying. 

Among the protesters was one of the Britons wounded in 
Genoa last year during the barbaric police assault on the 
Diaz School. Women were threatened with sexual violence; 
dozens of people were brutally beaten up and held in what 
was described as a torture chamber. The police forced 
some of them to sing fascist songs. Fini was at the police 
headquarters during the crucial hours leading up to the 
attack. It is all too easy to surmise what the presence of a 
man like Fini, associated with fascist violence, might have 
inspired in the police forces. A number of agents are now 
under investigation for planting incriminating evidence in 
the school and for faking wounds they never received. 

Prescott’s decision to see Fini may have something to do 
with the same political pragmatism that earlier this year 
produced Blair’s visit to Berlusconi for the signing of an 
agreement on furthering the so called “liberalisation” of 
labour protection in Europe. John Monks, the General 
Secretary of the TUC, described the meeting as “stupid”. 
Fear of a Franco-German axis in Europe and the sharing of 
a common stance against European centralism is probably 
the main reason why London finds it useful at the present 
time to seek an ally in the Italian government. 

If however the price to pay for this alliance is to lend 
respectability to a post-fascist like Fini serious questions 
must be asked of Blairs New Labour. In view of the 
prospective expansion of Europe to 25 countries, it seems 
doubly dangerous to send out encouraging signals to 
fascists or neo-fascists groups within their borders, which is 
how the welcome to Fini will be interpreted. 

Fini celebrated his “success” in London in his own way. 
Minutes before he met Prescott he made a point of publicly 
praising Mirko Tremaglia, a National Alliance minister in the 
current Italian government, who joined Mussolini’s Fascist 
army which terrorised the population of Northern Italy after 
the 1943 Armistice, killing anti-fascists and Allied soldiers 
on orders from Hitler. 

Tremaglia is one of Fini’s friends who truly remains proud 
of his ‘past. He has said that Fini has nothing to apologise 
for, least of all for having led Mussolini’s Blackshirts after 
the war. Only last month Tremaglia reiterated that the Italian 
Fascist Army “deserved” to win at Al Alamein in the 
battle against the British Army. “Il am always happy when 
| hear Tremaglia being praised,” said Fini, as he was about 
to leave Claridge’s heading for Whitehall to meet Prescott, 
“He is a very good friend of mine”. 

Another good friend of Fini with deep roots in fascism is 
Francesco Storace, the National Alliance president of the 
Lazio Region, who in his youth joined the MSI. A few years 
ago he made a point of welcoming back to Rome some 
Italian fascist terrorists who had taken refuge abroad to 
escape police questioning and jail sentences. One of them 
has since formed Forza Nuova, a racist and fascist party. 
Last month Forza Nuova staged a rally in Rome during which 
pro-fascist and antisemitic slogans were shouted including: 
“Back to the gas ovens”. The government looked on silently. 

Any encouragement given to the “respectable” Fini filters 
through the network of fascist and racism movements, and 
not only in Italy. 
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Treacy in humble retreat 


Mick Treacy 
under strain 


organiser, Mick Treacy. First he failed in his bid to 

become a local councillor, then he stands by as his 
branch virtually falls apart around him and finally he is 
publicly mauled by a local licensee after he tried to use a 
pub fight to whip up racism. 

Known for his short temper and his less than astute 
political tactics, hothead Treacy has once again alienated 
himself from the very people he claims to be defending. 
Only a couple of months after publicly abusing the 
residents of Diggle after they dared to oppose his plans 
for a nazi rally, Treacy seized on a fight in a local pub. 
On the BNP website, Treacy announced that yet again 
white youths in Oldham had been the victims of an 
unprovoked racist attack by local Asians. 

His information, he claimed, came directly from two of 
the white victims. Treacy was soon forced into a 


[ has been a bad few months for the BNP’s Oldham 


BNP shorts 


Lewisham by-election 
Mary Culnane took 20% for the British National Party in 
a by-election in Downham ward, Lewisham, last month. 
This was slightly higher than the adjusted figure the party 
polled in May’s council elections. 

Normally this result would have been trumpeted as a 
great success in BNP literature. However, given the local 
hostility towards the party leaders Nick Griffin and Tony 
Lecomber this result passed the rest of the party quietly by. 


BNP activist jailed in Scotland 

A key BNP activist in Glasgow has been sent to prison for four 
months for distributing material likely to incite racial hatred. 
David Wilson, 31, was convicted after being caught distributing 
anti-Islamic material in a largely Muslim area of the city. 

The leaflets were distributed in Pollokshields in July 
2001, shortly after a Kurdish asylum seeker was murdered 
on the Sighthill estate in Glasgow. 

Prosecuting Wilson, Sheriff Linda Ruxton said that the 
sentence should “serve as a strong deterrent to others, 
making it clear that such behaviour strikes at the heart of 
the community life and will not be tolerated”. 
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humiliating climbdown after the licensee of the 
Hathershaw Hotel totally refuted his claims. 

“The usual people were in the bar on Saturday and a 
few of the younger lads were playing pool,” Mrs Harrison 
told the Oldham Chronicle. “Suddenly, groups of 
skinheads started coming into the pub and barricaded 
the door so that nobody could get out. They began 
shouting and causing trouble and assaulted some of my 
customers.” 

Mrs Harrison was horrified when she was informed of 
Treacy’s version of events. “I could not believe it when 
I heard the story claiming that it was Asian supporters 
who caused the trouble.” 

Confronted by the landlady’s story, Treacy mumbled to 
a local journalist that he had been given his information 
in good faith. 

Searchlight understands that the real trouble-makers 
were a gang of racist Oldham “Fine Young Casuals” 
football hooligans, including some who attend BNP 
meetings in the town. They began abusing an Asian 
youth who was quietly drinking with some white friends 
who quickly rallied to his defence. In the ensuing white 
on white fight, it was the racists who came off worse. 

This latest public relations disaster for Treacy, given 
much prominence in the local press, comes at a time 
when his BNP branch is under attack from all sides. 
Several of his most active members have switched to the 
National Front, including Darren Dobson, a BNP 
candidate in May’s elections. It appears Dobson was 
infuriated at Treacy’s request to spy on FYC supporters to 
determine their loyalties to the BNP and the NE 

So worried was he about a possible electoral challenge 
from another racist party that Treacy then took to asking 
anyone who would listen, including local journalists, 
about the NF’s intentions. 


She said that the leaflets were “inaccurate” and clearly 
targeted members of the Pakistani community in 
Pollokshields. “A sentence of imprisonment is only 
appropriate given the nature of the offence.” 


Celebrity quits BNP 

A man who has raised thousands for charity has resigned 
from the BNP after his involvement in the racist party was 
exposed. Gary Shopland, an endurance runner from 
Huddersfield, quit the BNP after six years of membership. 

“ve had enough of politics. I’ve realised that being a 
member could prevent me joining a chosen career,” he told 
the Huddersfield Daily Express. 

Shopland has become well known locally for his fundraising 
efforts. In 1987 the BBC filmed him during his 500 mile run 
through Death Valley in California. He has also run the length 
of the Andes mountain range in South America. 

His decision to leave the BNP comes shortly after he was 
interviewed in the BNP magazine, Identity. Only the day 
before he quit, he had acted as a security officer for 
Nick Griffin, the BNP leader, during a visit to the area. 


BNP appoints new youth organiser 

Tony Wentworth, a Manchester student, has replaced Mark 
Collett as the new leader of the Young BNR Wentworth, 20, 
who originates from southeast London, claims to have been 
in the party for four years. 


by Kate Taylor 


planning its first conference, which it hopes will 
propel it into becoming one of Britain’s most 
influential groupings on the Conservative right. 

Its links with extremist right-wingers, such as 
prominent activists in Right Now and the Monday Club, 
have already been established. Now, following its fringe 
meeting at the Tory Party conference in Bournemouth, the 
CDA hopes to make a political impact in the coming year. 

The conference is to be held at a “prestigious” venue 
off Piccadilly on Saturday 22 March 2003. Planning is 
starting early in order to tackle issues that will prove 
increasingly contentious as support grows. Most notably, 
the debate is centring on the question of whether the 
CDA should attempt to influence Tory party policy, or 
whether it should evolve into a political party in its own 
right, with a separate ideology and agenda. 

Mike Smith, chairman of the CDA, was expelled from 
the Conservative Party earlier this year for disreputable 
conduct. But he wishes to emulate the party format in 
March: “I propose to run this conference very much on 
the lines of old-style YC [Young Conservative] 
conferences, themselves modelled on the traditional 
national party conference”. 

However, he adds that, “All supporters will of course 
be welcome, whether members of the Conservative 
Party or not”. This is unsurprising given Smith’s 
own position and the fact that some CDA supporters 
would not be allowed to join the Tories, given their 
colourful pasts. 

Discussion of whom to invite to the conference has 
highlighted which groups are linked to the CDA and 
from where support will come. One contributor to the 
debate has stressed that every effort needs to be made 
“to bring in active Conservative Party MPs and members 
— as well as those from the EU sceptic groups”. Given the 
CDA’s obvious connections with extremism, Smith 
knows this to be unrealistic: “I’m sure UKIP [United 
Kingdom Independence Party] people would be happy 
to come’, he said on the CDA online forum. But there is 
‘no point in considering asking Tory MPs even ones 
likely to be sympathetic. They would be threatened 
and/or punished.” 

Suggestions for conference speakers by people in the 
forum included Andrew Hunter, who recently defected 
from the Tory Party to the Democratic Unionist Party, 
Derek Turner, editor of the racist Right Now, and Sam 
Swerling, the former Monday Club chairman who 
addressed the CDA rally in Bournemouth in October. 
“What about getting the Countryside Alliance 
involved?” conjectured one contributor. 

Russell White, a former member of the Third Way, and 
now leader of the far-right Populist Party, regularly posts 
messages on the CDA website. “I have promoted the 
conference on the listings page of Reaction Newsletter 
... It would be a good idea to promote the conference in 


Te Conservative Democratic Alliance (CDA) is 


This England magazine. Also try Freedom Today and 
Right Now”, he advises. 

The one-time star of the Federation of Conservative 
Students, Stuart Millson, who famously defected to the 
British National Party in the 1980s, now serves on the CDA 
steering committee. He too has been adding his 
suggestions. “We should entitle one session: “The world 
turned upside down - exploding the myths of 
authoritarian liberalism’ ... Suggest that Aidan Rankin 
plays a part in this session. His new book, “The Politics of 
the Forked Sun), is a valuable contribution to this debate.” 

Rankin co-wrote the UKIP manifesto and has a 
doctorate from the London School of Economics. He has 
been published both on the Third Way’s website and in 
Right Now. His latest offering in Right Now is entitled, 
“Male rites and feminist fallacies”. Articles by Rankin 
appear on the CDA website including one piece on 
“The Real Conservative Future” and another entitled 
“Anti-Fascism’ is the New Fascism”. The latter also 
appears in the latest edition of the conservative 
quarterly The Salisbury Review, formerly edited by Roger 
Scruton, Britain’s most eminent right-wing philosopher. 

“The true heirs to fascism”, contends Rankin, “are not 
skinheads, bigots, or BNP-voting former socialists. They 
are the BNP’s sworn enemies, the ‘anti-fascist’ shock 
troops of the left ... Anti-fascism, like its fascist 
precursor, is primarily anti-human and misanthropic ... 
When we recognise that fascists and anti-fascists are as 
one, their rhetoric of hatred will lose its power.” 

Last month Rankin joined forces with Derek Turner, 
a self-confessed “neighbourhood nazi”, at a debate at 
Durham university. The Durham Union Society holds a 
regular Friday night debate and on 15 November the 
discussion was focused upon multiculturalism. Rankin 
and Turner proposed the motion: “This House believes 
that multiculturalism has failed”. Darcus Howe, 
journalist and presenter of Slave Nation, was booked to 
oppose the motion together with The Rt Rev David 
James, Bishop of Bradford. Howe did not attend. 

Allowing right-wing extremists a platform to argue 
their views on ethnic diversity does not send out a 
good message of tolerance and respect. Hopefully 
Durham university will act more strenuously in 
accordance with the “no platform for racists and 
fascists” policy in the future. 


Russell 
White, left, 
talking to 
Stuart 
Millson and 
Derek Turner 
of Right Now 
in November 
2000 
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Racism in football 


Racism in football is once again in the news. But, as Nick Lowles reports, while 
most of the media’s attention is focused on the abuse English teams are facing 
on the continent, the problem is growing here too. More worryingly, many of the 
worst incidents occur at grounds where the far right is making inroads into 


hooligan gangs. 


“DISGRACEFUL”, “SICKENING” AND “TERRIFYING” 
were just three of the adjectives used to describe the 
racist chanting by large sections of the Slovak crowd 
during Slovakia’s recent Euro 2004 qualifier against 
England in Bratislava. It was just the latest incident of 
racist abuse suffered by England teams and clubs at 
matches on the continent in recent months. Already this 
season, Fulham's players have been the target of abuse 
in Croatia, Arsenal’s Thierry Henry at the hands of 
supporters of the Dutch team PSV Eindhoven, 
Blackburn players in Sartid, Serbia, Ipswich players in 
Sofia, Bulgaria and Liverpool players at Valencia, Spain. 

“Tt seems to be English clubs who're suffering more 
than most at present,” noted the BBC football journalist 
Alan Green. “It’s more shocking for the players because 
racist abuse has all but disappeared from grounds in this 
country.” 

Though it is certainly true that the regularity and 
intensity of the racist abuse experienced abroad far 
surpasses anything witnessed in the English game for 
many years, it would be quite wrong to believe that 
racism in British football is a thing of the past. 

It may have become less common (or at least less 
apparent) within the highly commercialised Premier 
League, but racism is still prevalent in the Nationwide 
League divisions. A recent survey by MORI confirmed 
that black and Asian people were still reluctant to attend 
football matches because of continued racism. 

The study, commissioned by the Football Association, 
found that 83% of Asian fans and 77% of black 
supporters believed that people from ethnic minorities 
were staying away from football grounds for fear of 
racial abuse. Many also felt that black and Asian 
youngsters were not given the same opportunities to 
play the game as white people. There are currently only 
two British-born Asian professional players (Anwar 
Uddin of Bristol Rovers and Harpal Singh on loan to 
Bradford City from Leeds United) in the English game. 

If anything, the problem of racism within football is 
getting worse. 

Since the beginning of the season there has been a 
growing number of incidents around the country. 
Chelsea’s Jimmy Floyd Hasselbaink was racially abused 
by Newcastle fans during a recent game at Stamford 
Bridge. Sheffield United’s Peter Ndlovu and the match 
referee, Phil Prosser, were abused by Brighton fans. 
Several of Crewe Alexandra's black players faced racist 
chants from a section of the Manchester City crowd 
during a Worthington Cup clash, and a Hearts fan is 
currently facing a life ban from the club after he was 
found guilty of abusing Aberdeen’s black players. A 
Walsall fan hoisted a swastika flag during his team’s 
away game at Burnley. 

Reflecting the shifting targets of racism in society 
generally, it is not just black players who are suffering 
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abuse. Asylum seekers and Britain's Muslim population 
are now increasingly the target of attack by football 
racists despite the fact that very few people from either 
group attend matches. 

During this summer's World Cup, Searchlight reported 
on accompanying racist violence by football hooligan 
gangs around the country. In Hull, racists and hooligans 
went on the rampage against asylum seekers after 
England’s game with Sweden. On the same day, Oldham 
and Burnley hooligans attempted to march on 
predominantly Asian areas in search of a confrontation. 

More worryingly, teams and supporters are 
increasingly facing racist abuse not for the players that 
turn out for the club but because of the town or city they 
represent. Bradford City and Leicester City, which both 
have large Asian populations, have been the main 
targets of this new racism. 

Bradford City supporters were met with chants of 
“You're just a town full of Pakis” during the club's recent 
league game at Sheffield Wednesday. Rotherham United 
fans sang the same chants during their visit to Bradford. 
Leicester City fans fared the same during their recent 
East Midlands derby at Nottingham Forest, as did Stoke 
fans at Wolves during the recent Staffordshire derby. 

In April, over 300 Stoke City hooligans, joined by thugs 
from Notts Forest, attempted to march into an Asian 
area of Oldham in the hope of inciting a violent 
backlash. It was a similar incident in April 2001 that 
ignited a chain of events that led to Britain’s worst race 
riots for 30 years. 

Millwall hooligans attempted to emulate Stoke during 
their match at Bradford City last season. It was only a 
heavy policy presence that prevented the 200 Millwall 
hooligans from causing trouble in the Manningham 
area of the city, a heavily populated Asian area which 
hosts the ground and was the scene of last year’s riots. 

Just as the decline of racism within football during the 
late 1980s and 1990s reflected the declining importance 
of the issue of race within society as a whole, so the 
present rise stems partly from the growth of racism 
within society generally. Hardly a day goes by without a 
tabloid newspaper unearthing some new scare story 
about asylum seekers. The present “war on terror” has 
brought about increased suspicion, hatred and outright 
hostility to Muslim communities in Britain. 

Hooligan websites are inundated with vitriolic abuse 
towards asylum seekers and Muslims. It is not surprising 
that some of this abuse is turned into actual violence. 
The Hull “Ultras” hooligan website contained pages of 
abuse against asylum seekers long before its hooligans 
went on a racist rampage in June. The website of the 
Oldham hooligan gang, the Fine Young Casuals, 
regularly posts anti-Asian abuse on its site. 

However, there also appears to be a stark correlation 
between the clubs where the problem is re-emerging 


and the towns, football grounds and, more importantly, 
the hooligan gangs being targeted by the far right. 

Stoke City, Oldham and Burnley have all seen a rapid 
growth in activity and support for the British National 
Party over the past two years. Simultaneously, the 
hooligans gangs from all three clubs have added a racist 
element to their thuggery. Followers of the Burnley 
Suicide Squad were prominent in the race riots in the 
town last year and the attempt this summer to invade an 
Asian area after an England World Cup game. Oldham’s 
Fine Young Casuals form the backbone and muscle of 
the local BNP branch in the town. Other FYC hooligans 
are activists with Combat 18 and the National Front. 
Members of Stoke’s Naughty Forty have not only 
attempted to instigate trouble in Oldham but have also 
been involved in confrontations with Asians in Stoke 
and several dozen tried to attend a nazi music concert in 
Accrington in September. 

The racist abuse suffered by Leicester City fans at 
Notts Forest came largely from Block A where, it is 
believed, a large segment of the Forest hooligan gang sit 
(The Executive Crew). Since the summer, a growing 
number of Forest hooligans have begun to attach 
themselves loosely to the National Front. More than a 
dozen turned out at an NF activity in Peterborough. 

Sheffield Wednesday hooligans, who are believed to 
have been central to the racist abuse of Bradford City 
supporters, have also adopted a more political stance. A 
recent change in gang leadership led to the expulsion of 
some black hooligans and the formation of an all white 
gang. Its new leader, David Flynn, is known to have 
strong loyalist and Chelsea hooligan connections. 

Leading figures within the Hull and Manchester City 
hooligan groups also have direct links with far-right 
groups. A number of prominent Hull hooligans are 
involved with the BNP while some in the Manchester 
City crew are active with the National Front. “MCFC” 


(Manchester City Football Club) has become a regular 
sight on the NF’s internet guestbook. 

Substantial sections of the hooligan gangs from 
Blackburn, Aston Villa and Swansea have links with the 
BNP, while the NF has conducted activity around 
grounds in west London, the Northwest and the 
Northeast. A recent posting on the NF website noted 
how NEF supporters of Aston Villa and Chelsea met up at 
the recent England match at Villa Park in September. 

Searchlight has also observed a growing number of 
football hooligans attending activities organised by the 
London-based UDA front group, the British Ulster 
Alliance. 

While it is important not to exaggerate the 
involvement of the far right in football, there is definitely 
a growing politicisation within some hooligan gangs in 
England. There also appears to be a direct correlation 
between the grounds where racism is re-emerging and 
the activities of the far right, be it within the hooligan 
group or the town or city itself. 

Racism within football today is well below the level it 
reached in the early 1980s. Anti-racist football 
supporters have done some great work over the past ten 
years to change the culture and attitudes of other fans 
and the football authorities, and the police take the 
issue more seriously today. Players too, both black and 
white, are less likely to ignore the problem than was 
once the case. 

However, with racism on the increase in society, 
directed largely at asylum seekers and Britain’s Muslim 
communities, so we are likely to see more racist 
incidents within football. This increase in racism will 
lead to greater politicisation of hooligan gangs and give 
encouragement to the NF and BNP further to target 
football. Campaigns such as Kick it Out and Show 
Racism the Red Card are crucial, but so is tackling the 
growing racism in society. 


Stoke 
hooligans 
under escort in 
Oldham in April 
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Over 150 National Front members took to the streets of London 
last month for the annual Remembrance Sunday march. It was the 
largest NF march in London for many years and reflects its recent 
growth. Among those attending were many former BNP activists. 
A week later, 35 NF supporters, led by Terry Blackham, 
demonstrated outside a mosque in Morden, south London. 


News from the sewers 


True spies or real lies? 


SOME OF THE ACTIVITIES of MI5 and Special Branch 
(SB) from the 1960s to the present day came under 
scrutiny of a three-part series on BBC2 in late October, 
early November by the award-winning journalist Peter 
Taylor. I thought True Spies might follow up the two 
programmes I worked on in the mid-1980s, MI5’s 
Official Secrets and Spying for the Comrades, both of 
which were objective, and critical of the sometimes 
illegal activities of MI5 and MI6 and their frequent 
failures to do their job. 

Such programmes are difficult to make as every 
obstacle is put in the way. The IBA even banned MI5’s 
Official Secrets until an all-party parliamentary protest 
got it shown. The makers of Spying for the Comrades 
were subjected to harassment by the security services 
and their friends in the media. 

Is it possible that there is a hidden agenda, as some of 
the biggest trade unions shift to the left, The Times 
proclaims that striking firefighters are undermining 
Britain’s defence against terrorism and The Sun calls them 
fifth columnists for Saddam Hussein? Perhaps the security 
services have not really liberalised as much as they would 
have us believe since the devastating revelations by Cathy 
Massiter, a former MI5 officer, in the mid-1980s. 

To my disappointment the recent series was riddled 
with inaccuracies. 

Error 1. The series claimed to reveal for the first time 
that trade unionists’ telephones were bugged. The 1980s 
programmes exposed this. 

Errors 2 and 3. According to the sabre-rattling perfor- 
mance of Stella Rimington, the former director of MI5, 
and the many former SB officers interviewed, some 
trade unionists were subversive to the extent of 
undermining democracy, and anti-fascists were as 
violent as the fascists, a view peddled by the right-wing 
press in the heyday of the National Front in the 1970s. 
Error 4. MI5 asked SB to recruit a mole because of 
concern about the underground nazi group Column 88. 
In fact Column 88 was MI5’s creature and formed the 
British section of Gladio. 

Error 5. The same mole was solely responsible for the 
arrest of gun-runners in the main from the nazi British 
Movement (not from the NF as the programme stated) 
in Birmingham in the early 1980s. The mole was not the 
only source. 


Error 6. The same mole had informed SB that 
the NF planned to bomb Clare Short, MP. The 
programme claimed three NF members had 
been arrested on a dry run. In fact the fascists 
were from the BM and were arrested for 
attacking an Indian restaurant after failing to 
break into the Communist Party office in 
Birmingham. One of those arrested, the late 
Dave Roberts, was an SB informer spying on the 
Communist Party and the Irish community in 
the Midlands. He was also a thief, who had 
passed information to a leading NF officer at 
the time, Steve Brady. 

Error 7. The statement that the British 
National Party had set up Combat 18 is 
essentially true, but the series did not explain 
how this came about and where it would lead. For an 
accurate and detailed account, see Nick Lowles’s book 
White Riot. 

Error 8. C18 was targeted for infiltration. In fact it came 
under MI5 control very early on. But MI5 could not 
control its agents, which resulted in a murder of a fellow 
nazi by its main informer, Charlie Sargent, who is now 
serving a life sentence. MI5 also blocked arrests for a 
series of arsons and serious assaults that C18 activists 
carried out. 

Error 9. The C18 parcel bombs intercepted in a joint 
operation by the British and Scandinavian security 
services were lethal. Not according to expert evidence 
during the trial of the Danish bomber. 

Error 10. The long-time mole whom the programme 
called Steve would be safe. The programme makers now 
admit that they did not do enough to protect him. 
The day after the programmes were promoted an NF 
member called Searchlight to boast that the NF knew 
who he was from his brief appearance. 

In the week that David Shayler was sent to prison for 
disclosing official secrets a bevy of former and serving 
SB and MI5 officers, led by Stella Rimington, appeared 
to breach the Official Secrets Act in this series. 
The programme makers said they had a letter from 
Ben Gunn, the Chief Constable of Cambridgeshire, 
who has responsibility for security matters in the 
Association of Chief Police Officers, encouraging officers 
to cooperate with the series. 

Nobody has been able to tell us who has the authority 
to permit officers to make such disclosures. Suggestions 
include the Home Secretary, the Minister of State at 
the Home Office, the Attorney-General and some Chief 
Constables. Even John Wadham of Liberty has no clear 
definition of who could tell the programme makers that 
they were acting with “due authority”. 

I have initiated representations to the Parliamentary 
Security and Intelligence Committee, which was set up 
after the 1980s programmes, about the behaviour of 
the BBC and the team who made the series, and the 
involvement of senior security service officers and 
Ms Rimington. There is clearly a need for a clearer 
definition of where the necessary authority rests. 

Many SB officers have complained that the series has 
made it difficult to recruit informants. The series 
producer told us that they got official cooperation 
because the RUC was so pleased with Taylor’s series on 
the Ulster loyalists. When that series was screened, 
Taylor said there had been no “shoot to kill” policy in 
Northern Ireland. Some of the programme makers also 
told us that Taylor had been spending a lot of time with 
Rimington. That might say something about the 
programmes’ objectivity. 
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EWS in brief 


Irving banned from Dublin 


Holocaust denier David Irving has yet again had an invitation 
to speak to university students withdrawn. Irving had been due 
to address the Historical Society at Trinity College, Dublin last 
month, but after fears of disruption by anti-racist campaigners, 
the meeting was cancelled. 

He was going to speak about his libel action against 
Deborah Lipstadt and Penguin books in 2000 which he lost in 
dramatic fashion. 

The Historical Society wrote to Irving after Trinity College’s head 
of security warned that, “elements within and outside college 
would use every means at their disposal to disrupt the visit”. 

They said that the society had tried to prevent the cancel- 
lation “with the upmost vigour”, but added that the college 
authorities had been “quite unmovable”. 

Robert Lynch, the Historical Society spokesperson has 
said, “We are a debating society much like those in Oxford 
and Cambridge, and want to provide a platform for all views. 
We regret having to withdraw the invitation.” 

Trinity College has banned Irving before, in 1989. Other 
universities in Ireland also have a history of refusing Irving a 
platform. In 1999, 600 anti-fascists at Cork University barred 
him from debating at the Philosophical Society. Last year, 
Oxford University also withdrew an invitation to Irving. 


by Nick Lowles 


A man who has spent over 20 years campaigning against 
immigration has fallen foul of immigration laws himself. 
Mark Cotterill, the former chairman of the American 
Friends of the British National Party (AF-BNP), was 
deported back to Britain last month after being found to 
be in the US illegally. 

US immigration officers first questioned him in March 
when he returned from attending his mother’s funeral in 
Worcester. He appealed against a decision to throw him 
out of the country but lost his deportation hearing on 10 
September. On 7 November he boarded a flight from 
Dulles airport, Washington DC, bound for Manchester 
with his wife, Jenny. 

Cotterill had gone to the US in 1994 and soon became 
a central figure on the American far right. He initially 
became the US link for the racist Right Now! magazine 
before rejoining the BNR He then launched AF-BNP 
which, between 1999 and 2001, raised thousands of 
dollars for the BNP and brought a number of its leaders 
across the Atlantic. More significantly, Cotterill 


Wales Friends of Searchlight launched 
Wales Friends of Searchlight was officially launched last 
month at the City’s Temple of Peace. 

The new organisation was formed by anti-racist activists 
from across Wales. Speakers included leading politicians, 
trade unionists and other anti-racist campaigners. 

The launch coincided with the publication of the first 
Wales Friends of Searchlight newsletter which was 
published in bilingual format. 

The chairperson of Wales Friends of Searchlight, Rob 
Griffiths, said: “Our new organisation will bring together 
people from across the nation in a common aim of keeping 
organised racism and fascism out of Wales. I am delighted 
to be involved with this non-sectarian Welsh voice.” 

He confirmed that Wales of Friends of Searchlight 
intends to have a high profile during the forthcoming 
National Assembly elections, ensuring that any organised 
racist activity or campaigning will be defeated. 


Police accused of racism failure 

The police were accused of failing to stamp out racism among 
officers after figures released last month revealed that black 
Britons are eight times more likely than white people to be 
stopped and searched. 

The report, Race and the Criminal Justice System, also 
showed that ethnic minorities were over-represented 
throughout as the targets of the criminal justice system, but 
under-represented as employees. 


Illegal immigrant deported 


established links between Nick Griffin, the BNP leader, 
and the more respectable American right, such as Sam 
Francis, the Council of Conservative Citizens and 
American Renaissance. 

In 1998 Cotterill helped broker the deal which resulted in 
the late William Pierce’s National Alliance gaining control of 
Resistance Records, a major international nazi music 
producer and distributor. Two years later he and a number 
of other AF-BNP supporters were exposed as working for 
the Reform Party campaign team during the US 
Presidential elections. Over the past year he had been 
working in the office of the racial eugenicist Roger Pearson. 

But controversy was never far away from the 
Worcester-born man. In 2001 the AF-BNP folded after it 
was revealed that the organisation had been raising 
money illegally, ironically contravening a law designed to 
prevent German Nazis collecting money in the US in 
the 1930s. Although Cotterill was allowed to register the 
group retrospectively, he was forced to shut it down 
the same day. It was then that his residence status was 
called into question. It emerged that Cotterill had been 
given a green card with the sponsorship of Gordon 
Baum, a leading figure in the racist Council of 
Conservative Citizens. However, his alleged employment 
with his sponsor was bogus. 

As Cotterill and his wife attempt to rebuild their lives in 
the UK, the blow will have been softened by a substantial 
inheritance he received as a result of his mother’s death. 
While Cotterill will officially get a share of over £330,000 
from his mother’s estate, his US solicitor, Susan Hayes, 
has suggested the true figure is much higher. 

Politically it would seem obvious for Cotterill to renew his 
activism for the BNP. However, Searchlight has learnt that 
he has recently joined the openly nazi National Alliance and 
will be attempting to build its European network. 
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™) ike Cohen’s death at the age of 67 has 

"been a tremendous blow not only to 

_ Searchlight but also to the many causes 

_ that he supported through his photography. 

| Mike was one of the founders of the 

Séarchlichi: organisation in the early 1960s and had 

been our house photographer since Searchlight 
magazine started publishing monthly in 1975. 

Whenever the fascists marched Mike would invariably 
be out with his camera, taking “mugshots” for later 
identification. For four decades he photographed 
Britain’s fascists, providing essential information on the 
enemies of democracy to the anti-fascist and anti-racist 
movements. 

Mike saw himself primarily as an anti-fascist fighter, 
whose main weapon was his camera. However, he was 
much more than a single-issue anti-fascist. He took 
pictures of all sorts of protests, big and small, supporting 
a myriad of progressive campaigns through his 
photography. 

Mike was the only son of a Jewish East End family. 
He grew up with a fairly traditional Jewish upbringing and 
religious education, and like many from a _ similar 
background was apprenticed into the tailoring industry, 
a skill that he never lost. 

As a youth, Mike was an activist in Young Poale Zion, 
which led him to work in Israel in the early 1950s as a 
volunteer on a kibbutz and as a labourer on a power 
station. 

Called up for military service, Mike found to his horror 
that he was to be posted to Germany. He had lost family 
in the Holocaust and it was the last place on earth that 
he wanted to be. He pleaded with the authorities to let 
him serve anywhere but there but his pleas were 
rejected. He met with considerable antisemitism from 
his fellow soldiers during his time in the Army, a period 
that made a deep impression upon him. While the 
prejudice that he faced was hurtful, he was inspired by 
the fact that a group of non-Jews — tough Glaswegians — 
physically defended him. 

After leaving the Army, Mike enrolled at the London 
School of Economics. He went on to become a social 
worker, working with the homeless and mentally ill, and 
later ran an old people’s home and workshop for 
Camden Council in north London. During this period Mike 
was a member of Hampstead Labour Party, though he 
never maintained his membership and spent most of life 
as a non-aligned socialist. 

As a young man Mike also supported the Campaign 
for Nuclear Disarmament and it was while he was on the 
annual CND Aldermaston march in 1963 that he first 
met Gerry Gable, who was later to become Searchlight’s 
publisher. Mike and Gerry were part of a team that 
defended the march from fascist attack and overturned 
a fascist’s car in one clash. Along with Gerry, Mike 
became one of the founders of Searchlight in the early 
1960s and also worked with him on the intelligence side 
for the Jewish anti-fascist 1962 Committee (62 Group). 

Mike was arrested for his anti-fascist activities on at 
least two occasions. In 1964 he was arrested at Kerbella 
Street for helping break police lines and chase John 
Tyndall and his Greater Britain Movement off the streets. 
Another time, he was arrested for attempting to break 
into a print shop in Stoke Newington that was printing 
fascist material. 

In the 1960s Mike was active in the squatters’ 
movement and on occasion found that he recognised as 
known fascists the bailiffs acting for the landlords. Out of 
principle, he also helped the families of members of the 
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Angry Brigade after they were arrested, using the skills 
he had learnt as a social worker, though he never 
supported the activities of the Angry Brigade itself. 

At the end of the 1960s, Mike trained as a 
photographer, initially to take photographs for the anti- 
fascist movement for intelligence purposes. Photography 
became Mike’s profession, though he barely eked out a 
living from it, taking pictures of strikes, demonstrations 
and other working-class actions. At one point he 
taught the technical aspects of photography on a 
full-time basis. 

Mike’s bravery at Red Lion Square in 1974 on the 
demonstration against the National Front and at 
countless other violent street confrontations was 
something for which he was renowned. In the mid- 
1980s, when a Morning Star photographer was run down 
and trampled by a police horse on the picket line at 
Wapping, it was Mike who broke through the lines to 
rescue him from even worse injuries. 

It was not only on the streets that Mike showed great 
courage. Only recently he gave evidence that helped put 


. two racist football hooligans behind bars. Mike’s photos 


provided the evidence that led to the jury’s verdict. 

Mike was deeply affected by the death of his parents, 
Allan and Beattie, from cancer a few years ago. He was 
depressed for some time until he met his partner, Renee 
Sams, who survives him. Mike and Renee often worked 
as a team, with Mike taking the pictures and Renee 
writing the copy. 

There is a bitter irony in the fact that Mike should be 
taken from us so suddenly, when he seemed at his 
best and most prolific in recent months. He is one of 
the unsung heroes of the anti-fascist and labour 
movements, who never sought accolades for his work 
and liked to keep a low profile. 

While Mike’s photos appeared in many publications, 
there are three for which he took pictures regularly and 
where our comrade and friend will be most deeply 
missed. They were Searchlight, The Morning Star and the 
New Worker. Mike’s legacy to us all is his photographs 
and through them he will never be forgotten. His packed 
funeral was attended by representatives from political, 
trade union and anti-fascist organisations, with tributes 
pouring in from around the world. 
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In the days following Mike’s death we received 
numerous tributes from individuals and people from 
many different organisations in Britain and overseas. 
These were read out at Mike’s wake. There were 
far too many to print but they included messages 
from people involved in international solidarity 
organisations, Justice for Mineworkers and of course 
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anti-racists and anti-fascists from many different 
countries. They all emphasised Mike’s commitment 
and tenacity and how shocked people were that he 
was taken from us so suddenly. As a final farewell to 
Mike we will be organising an exhibition of his 
photographs, details of which will be announced in a 
future edition of Searchlight. 


Facing the threat then and now 


Trade unionists have always played a crucial role in the 
anti-fascist movement. From the anti-fascist struggles of 
the 1930s against Oswald Mosley’s Blackshirts to the 
fight against the British National Party (BNP) in 
the elections today trade unionists have been in the 
forefront. 

Because the BNP claims to speak for working people, 
trade unions —- the true representatives of Britain’s 
working people — have an important role to play in 

: combating the menace. The trade union movement can 
show that economic and social problems can only be 
solved by united campaigns involving black and white 
workers. Meanwhile, the BNP targets the disaffected, 
promising them the world and delivering nothing but 
hate. 

The May 2002 local elections saw the most concerted 
anti-fascist campaign since the 1970s. Anti-fascists 
distributed over 200,000 leaflets door to door, in areas 
the BNP regarded as its heartlands. Three BNP 
councillors were elected in Burnley: there is little doubt 
that more BNP candidates would have been elected 
without the high level of work and activity by anti-fascists 
at the grassroots. 

We are facing a threat from the far right not seen since 
the 1970s. Across the country the BNP averaged 16% of 
the vote in seats the party contested. In Sunderland it 


polled 28% of the vote in a ward it had never contested 
before. But where the BNP was challenged and fought, 
its vote went down. 

We need to build and develop anti-fascist campaigning 
with the central involvement of trade unionists. There will 
be elections in 2003 and 2004. The BNP will organise 
and stand candidates ... we must begin NOW to organise 
to defeat them. 

The true spirit of trade unionism stands diametrically 
opposed to the politics of the BNP We stand for unity 
and solidarity — an injury to one is an injury to all! 


44Our equality agenda is not up for sale. If people don’t 
like it they can leave)? Andy Reid vice president ASLEF 


é66Searchlight has done an enormously important job for 
the anti-racist and anti-fascist movement over a great 
many years. Trade unions must be in the forefront of 
facing the challenge?) 

Brendan Barber deputy general secretary TUC 


é66Trade unionists need to mobilise now or we will rue the 
day ... we need to do the grassroots work in workplaces 
and communities )9 

Gloria Mills UNISON, chair TUC Race Relations Committee 
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Affiliate to Trade Union Friends of Searchlight Trade union activists’ network 


By becoming an affiliate you will receive: 
@ A copy of Searchlight magazine every month. 
@ Copies of our newsletter, TUFS NEWS. 


4 


As part of our ongoing campaign against the 
BNP we are asking for all union branches, 
regions and trades councils to nominate two 


@ Special rates on training and educational materials. activists who will form part of our network and 
®@ New affiliates also receive a copy of our book Facing the whom we can contact directly. This will help us 


Threat: Fascism and the Labour Movement. 


to organise quickly at grass-roots level. 


Affiliate to Trade Union Friends of Searchlight Trade Union activists’ network 


national/regional/branch (please specify) 


Contact name 


national/regional/branch (please specify) 


Contact name 


Position Position 
Address Address 

Postcode Postcode 
Telephone (h) (w) Telephone (h) 
Email (w) 
Affiliation rates per year: Fax 
Branch/region £50, national trade unions under 50,000 members £75; 
50,000-100,000 members £100; 100,000-500,000 members £150; more Mobile 
than 500,000 members £200. Cheques payable to Searchlight 

Email 

Return to Trade Union Friends Searchlight 
PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG @ Tel O20 7681 8660 m Fax 020 7681 8650 Return to Trade Union Friends of Searchlight 
email tufs@searchlightmagazine.com # www.searchlightmagazine.com PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG 
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GERMANY 
Jewish leader racially abused 


A PROMINENT JEWISH leader blasted the Berlin police 
at the beginning of November for looking the other way 
when the chairman of the city’s Jewish community was 
insulted at the official renaming of a street. “What 
happened is a sad reminder of the late 1920s,” said Paul 
Spiegel, head of Germany’s Central Council of Jews. 

Alexander Brenner was subjected to racial taunts at 
the ceremony in west Berlin’s Spandau district where a 
street was being renamed Judenstrasse — “Jew Street”. 
A group of about 40 people in the crowd interrupted 
Brenner’s speech shouting “Jews out” and “You the Jews, 
it’s all your fault”. About 20 police officers were present 
but failed to intervene. 

Spiegel has called on the Berlin Interior Ministry to 
investigate the incident. The street was originally called 
Jew Street until the Nazis changed its name to Kinkel 
Street in 1938. 


GERMANY 
Iraqi officials meet nazis 


THE IRAQI EMBASSY in Germany has been in close contact 
with the leaders of a German nazi group, a spokesman for 
the German internal security service has revealed. “The 
Iraqi embassy is maintaining, as in the past, contacts with 
leaders of the Kampfbund Deutscher Soldaten (KDS) ... 
They have two things in common: anti-Americanism and 
anti-Zionism,” BfV spokesman Hans-Gert Lange said. 

One of the most recent meetings between KDS leaders 
and Iraqi embassy officials took place in Berlin on 17 July. 
The low profile KDS was formed in Frankfurt in April 1975 
and its main policy is to deny the Holocaust. Erhart 
Koerting, Berlin’s Interior Minister, expressed outrage at the 
meetings, commenting, “It is not right that foreign 
diplomats should flirt with the enemies of democracy.” 


CROATIA 
Nazi symbols banned 


IVICA RACAN’S GOVERNMENT has proposed a law 
making public display of fascist symbols a serious 
criminal offence. It will allow people publicly displaying 
such symbols to be jailed for between three months and 
three years. The law will target Croatian right-wing 
extremists who use the symbols of the Ustashe, the 
forces of the Nazi puppet state that ruled Croatia during 
the war. 

It will forbid the use of the letter “U” where police 
consider that it stands for the Ustashe, who wore the 
letter on their uniforms and were responsible for 
appalling atrocities against Croatian Serbs, Jews, 
Gypsies and anti-fascists. The law will also ban 
“glorification of the symbols of former fascist states and 
organisations”. 
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CZECH REPUBLIC 
Police raid nazi skins 


Czech police dealt the country’s small, but violent, nazi 
skinhead movement a blow at the beginning of November 
with a series of raids on the homes of activists in which 
hundreds of videos, CDs and literature with “fascist 
content” were seized and nine people arrested. A police 
official said afterwards that “a vital supply line of nazi 
material to Germany has been destroyed”. The police 
investigation into the links between Czech and German 
nazis began in October 2000, when a horde of German nazi 
skins from Saxony and Bavaria crossed the border into the 
Czech Republic for a bonehead concert. 


POLAND 
Poles murdered Jews 


New evidence shows that Poles played a bigger role than 
thought in the murders of thousands of Jews during 
the Second World War, previously blamed entirely on the 
Nazi occupiers. A book by the Institute for National 
Remembrance (IPN) will cast new light on 30 pogroms 
that took place in northeastern Poland in 1941, using 
evidence from Jewish survivors and Polish prosecutors’ 
files from the 1940s and 1950s. The IPN’s research into 
another pogrom, in Jedwabne in 1941, revealed that it 
was local residents not Germans who brutally killed 
hundreds of their Jewish neighbours. 

The IPN is a state institute responsible for 
investigating crimes against the nation. Its files show 
that more than 100 Poles were charged with 
participation in the 1941 Jewish massacres after the 
Second World War and 27 were found guilty. Four death 
sentences were passed but only one was carried out. 


SPAIN 
Roma chase off Leni Riefenstahl 


Leni Riefenstahl, Adolf Hitler’s favourite film maker, was 
forced to leave a film festival in Seville on 4 November 
after Roma people objected to her presence. Roma 
demonstrators surrounded her car, preventing her from 
getting out. The protesters said Riefenstahl had used 
Roma concentration camp prisoners as extras in her 1940 
film, Lowland. About 1.5 million Roma died at the hand of 
the Nazis. 

The left-wing Izquierda Unida party later demanded that 
the authorities cut all funding for the festival because it 
staged a tribute to Riefenstahl, now aged 100. Riefenstahl 
is still a controversial figure because many of her main 
works were funded by the Nazi party and state. She later 
said that her career had “more positive than negative” 
aspects, describing her 1936 film, Olympia, as “one of the 
best sports movies ever” and claiming perversely that her 
propaganda film of the NSDAP’s 1934 Nuremberg Rally, 
Triumph of the Will, “did not have any political significance”. 


by Graeme Atkinson 
Anti-fascists unite 


TWELVE YEARS AFTER German unification, eastern and 
western anti-fascist groups finally fused in a historic 
congress near Berlin in October. In a hall bedecked 
with banners portraying the anti-fascist Buchenwald 
Oath in several languages, 199 delegates, representing 
over 11,000 members of the separate east and west 
German organisations of the Vereinigung der Verfolgten 
des Naziregimes/Bund der Antifaschistinnen und 
Antifaschisten (VVN), ended a division that had 
reflected the postwar partition of Germany. 

The VVN, Germany’s oldest, most respected and 
biggest anti-fascist organisation, was originally founded 
in Frankfurt in 1947 by people who had fought the 
Nazis since before Hitler took power in 1933. Because of 
the Cold War it separated into two organisations, one 
in the east and one in the west. Both organisations united 
people across the political and religious spectrum. 

Many of the VVN’s founders, such as the late Emil 
Carlebach, had stayed in Nazi Germany, were arrested 
and spent years in Hitler's prisons and concentration 
camps. Others, such as Kurt Goldstein and Peter 
Gingold, escaped from Germany, continuing the fight 
against fascism in Spain and later in France as part of 
the French Resistance, before being caught and sent to 
the Auschwitz death camp. Others still fled from certain 
death in the Holocaust to make vital contributions to 
the anti-Nazi struggle in the armed forces of the Allies or 
as workers for the war effort in Britain, the USA, Canada 
and the Soviet Union. 

After the war, in East Germany, resistance fighters and 
those who had suffered at the hands of fascism and had 
returned — many of them Jewish - to help build the “anti- 
fascist state” were held in high esteem for their 
sacrifices. Their organisations were officially supported 
and sustained by the state. 

In the west, those who had struggled against the Nazis 
met a very different experience, suffering victimisation, 
persecution, renewed antisemitism and vindictiveness, 
often at the hands of people who had remained ardent 
Nazis right up until the liberation and then found 
employment in various branches of the west German 
state, not least the police and judiciary. 

VVN members were excluded from public sector jobs 
because of the infamous Berufsverbot and in some 
regions the VVN was banned. To this day, it is listed, 
disgracefully, as “a left-wing extremist organisation” in 
the annual reports of the internal security service, the 
Verfassungsschutz. 

The long separation produced two organisations with 
different experiences and the unification process was 
slow and difficult with many bureaucratic and legal 
hurdles. However, the utter determination to unite has 
been a positive development for the future of anti- 
fascist struggle in Germany. 

This was demonstrated by the fact that on the 
weekend of the congress, Horst Schmitthenner, a leader 
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of IG-Metall, Germany's biggest trade union, joined 
the VVN. Greetings were also sent to the congress by the 
leaders of the food workers’, miners’, chemical workers’ 
and power workers’ unions. 

International greetings were brought to the congress 
by representatives of the VVN’s sister organisations in 
Austria, France, The Netherlands, the Czech Republic, 
Slovakia, Hungary and Russia. From the UK, the 
representative of Searchlight, thanked the VVN for its 
valued cooperation and paid tribute to VVN comrades, 
the late Emil Carlebach and the late Max Oppenheimer, 
Werner Handler, Helmut Stein and Peter Altmann, for 
their personal solidarity. 

Three resolutions dealing with the legal, 
administrative and structural nuts and bolts of fusion 
were presented and accepted unanimously, as was a 
20-point constitution. The congress elected a 40-strong 
executive and two joint presidents from east (Fred 
Delheim) and west (Conny Kerth), to symbolise the 
unification. In the same vein, the veterans Alfred 
Hausser and Kurt Goldstein were elected honorary 
presidents. 

In the spirit of the Buchenwald Oath of 19 April 1945 — 
“The destruction of nazism and its roots is our 
watchword. The building of a world of peace and 
freedom is our aim.” — the congress adopted resolutions 
against war on Iraq, called for the removal of the death 
sentence hanging over the Afro-American journalist 
Mumia Abu-Jamal and awarded him _ honorary 
membership, demanded a proper settlement of the 
claims of those used as slave labourers by the Nazis, and 
reaffirmed its commitment to the fight against fascism, 
racism, antisemitism and war. 

In the concluding address, Peter Gingold declared to 
massive applause: “We've done it! We've got our united 
organisation!” The congress was brought to a moving 
close with the newly elected leadership and delegates 
rising to sing the anthem of the Nazis’ concentration 
camp prisoners, Das Lied der Moorsoldaten (The Peat 
Bog Soldiers). 


Delegates at 
the VVN 
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reunification 
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organisation 
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World View 


From Jeroen Bosch of Alert! in Utrecht 


New parties vie for Fortuyn’s legacy 


AFTER 87 DAYS of scandals, rows, fights and splits inside 
the right-wing populist List Pim Fortuyn (LPF), the Christian 
Democrat (CDA) Prime Minister Jan-Peter Balkenende 
decided he had had enough of his fractious coalition 
partners and called a new general election for 22 January. 

The chain of events that led to the coalition’s downfall 
started when Harry Wijnschenk, who took over as the LPF’s 
leader after Mat Herben’s short time at the helm, 
rearranged the structure of the LPF’s parliamentary group. 
Wijnschenk surrounded himself with half of the 26-strong 
group, making all the decisions and shutting out the rest. 
However, when he made his debut in an important 
parliamentary debate and appeared politically totally 
amateurish, his critics went to town. 

Leading the charge was Winny de Jong, whom Pim 
Fortuyn, the LPF’s assassinated founder, was grooming for 
the party leadership had he become Prime Minister. When 
de Jong’s assistant wrote an internal report about 
Wijnschenk’s performance, it was — as always — leaked to 
the press. Wijnschenk responded by firing de Jong’s 
assistant. De Jong, backed by the property magnate Ed 
Maas, chairman of the LPF executive, fiercely protested but 
was kicked out of the party at the end of September. 

Cor Eberhard, an internet porn site owner and a 
figure who disturbed Wijnschenk, also got the boot 
but stayed in parliament and, with de Jong, started the rival 
De Jong Group. 

Meanwhile, Maas, who had lent the LPF £260,000 
to clear its debts and had thereby gained influence, 
was attacked by Wijnschenk who revealed that Maas was 
busy “taking care of” his associates’ businesses by getting 
them onto the LPF’s candidates’ lists for next March’s 
provincial elections. 

Within the government, LPF ministers Roelf de Boer 
(Traffic) and Herman Heinsbroek (Economic Affairs) 
provoked the irritation of their colleagues by questioning 
aspects of the LPF’s coalition agreement such as road 
speed limits and the power of the financial ministry. 

Despite this, Wijnschenk started promoting Heinsbroek 
as the only true natural heir of the late Pim Fortuyn and 
asked him to become the LPF’s group leader in parliament. 
This only provoked more conflict within the LPF group. 
Heinsbroek also wanted the post of Deputy Prime Minister, 
occupied by Eduard Bomhoff, the LPF Health Care Minister, 
who immediately responded “Never!”. 

Heinsbroek and Wijnschenk made two crucial mistakes 
by ignoring the fact that party leaders are usually chosen by 
party members and ministers are appointed by the Queen’s 
advisers. These mistakes increased their isolation. 

After a mere six weeks of disaster as party leader, 
Wijnschenk: was kicked out at a party congress. Herben 
returned as leader only to see the simmering row between 
Heinsbroek and Bomhoff explode. There followed a 
succession of meetings of the LPF’s ministers and 
secretaries of state — with and without the two antagonists 
— which concluded that they had to resign. 

When they refused, Balkenende, encouraged by Gerrit 
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Zalm, leader of the right-wing liberal VVD, decided that trust 
between the coalition parties had evaporated and offered his 
government’s resignation, preventing Herben from rescuing 
the LPF’s short-lived adventure in power. 

The declaration of a general election on 22 January 
prompted a flurry of announcements of new alignments and 
new parties taking over the LPF’s programme and claiming 
to be the true party of Fortuyn’s legacy, etc. Heinsbroek, who 
had retreated to one of his villas in Saint Tropez, wanted to 
campaign with the New Politics List (LNP), saying that he 
feels the true blood of Fortuyn running through his veins. 

Wijnschenk would have accompanied him, but one month 
before the LNP had to complete its list of candidates, 
Heinsbroek threw in the towel. The multimillionaire, who 
needed to find 15 candidates, could not find enough 
supporters who were prepared to take a seat in parliament for 
an MP’s salary. Exit Heinsbroek. 

De Jong launched The Conservatives.nl and found a 
friend in Michiel Smit of Liveable Rotterdam (Leefbaar 
Rotterdam), gagged by his local party because of his right- 
wing sympathies. Rien Boiten, another right-winger, who 
advised De Jong in her battle with Wijnschenk, will probably 
also have a go with this new party. The programme of The 
Conservatives.nl is on some points even more radical than 
that of the fascist New National Party (NNP). 

The LPF chairman, Ed Maas, has announced from his 
home in Tenerife that he will kick all sympathisers of 
Wijnschenk and Heinsbroek, whom he called a traitor, out 
of the party. Herben’s long-time deputy, Ferry Hoogendijk, 
has, like many others in the LPF, opted to quit politics and 
return to business. Hilbrand Nawijn, the LPF’s tough Minister 
of Integration and Asylum, will head the LPF’s list in the 
coming campaign and at the end of the year will publish a 
book, as Fortuyn did, about asylum politics. Marten Fortuyn, 
Pim Fortuyn’s brother, is now adviser to the LPF. 

No fewer than 28 parties will contest the elections. 
Liveable Netherlands (LN), which catapulted Pim Fortuyn 
into politics just a year ago, wants to work with other 
parties, while Jan Nagel, the founding father of LN, has 
registered the New Netherlands party, initially set up as 
“a think-tank to save the Netherlands”. 

Of course the NNP will also try to win seats in parliament 
and, although it lacks a national organisational structure, 
it will probably attract some LPF voters or members 
throughout The Netherlands with its anti-Islamic slogans. 

It remains uncertain what the full effect of the fall of the 
government and the battle in the LPF will be. The 1.6 
million people who voted for Fortuyn’s ideas received 
hardly any benefit, despite tough talk from Nawijn and 
Heinsbroek. Nevertheless, the political and social climates 
have definitely changed and in this atmosphere parties 
with right-wing ideas have gained enough confidence 
further to destabilise relations between migrants and 
Dutch people. 

The VVD and CDA have already said that they will make 
the centre-right governmental agreement part of their 
election campaign and the main topics of the election will 
still be migrants, integration, asylum and law and order, 
exactly the same issues on which Fortuyn’s party emerged 
out of nothing to became The Netherlands’ second party on 
15 May 2002. 


by Matthew Collins 
Infamous racist back in business 


JACK VAN TONGEREN, the former leader of the 
Australian National Movement (ANM), has emerged from 
prison as unrepentant as when he was sent there in 1990 
for terrorising Perth's Asian community with waves of fire 
bombings and burglaries throughout the late 1980s. 

Van Tongeren was initially a leading light in the 
Sydney based National Action (NA) neo-nazi group in 
the early eighties. Like every almost other member that 
NA has ever had, Van Tongeren quit and went off to form 
his own organisation, believing NA was soft on Jews, and 
not nazi enough to lead the rebirth of the supreme 
Aryan being. NA members with more “radical” beliefs 
felt in turn that Van Tongeren had been alittle soft on the 
Asian question. His parents had disowned him, not 
surprisingly as it turned out, given his Asian ancestry. 

Throughout the 1980s, both NA and ANM broke 
windows and sprayed walls with catchy slogans, closely 
monitored by the authorities. From the top to the very 
shallow bottom, members were arrested and imprisoned 
for fire bombings, shootings, even murder, while 
simultaneously battering and attacking each other. 

Van Tongeren’s biggest nemesis throughout the 1980s 
was James Saleam, the NA’s founder and former leader. 
For constantly and casually reminding everyone of Van 
Tongeren’s Asian heritage, the ANM has labelled Saleam 
a “sand nigger” due to his own, some say Turkish, some 
say Lebanese, background. Certainly the two could not 
stand further apart in the political wilderness. While Van 
Tongeren saw a future for Australian neo-nazism in 
building a broad base with the Conservative right, 
Saleam has continued to waste his political life 
dreaming of insurrection, inspired by Maoist and other 
obscure revolutionary thinkers. What the two do share, 
other than their long list of criminal convictions, is an 
empty and dying grip on the minds of what is left of the 
traditional Australian fascist movement. 

Van Tongeren’s ANM is little more now than a fan club 
for the 53-year-old. It produces low grade and low 
maintenance material on the internet, where a large 
type face is used to fill the blank pages. Even for nazis, it 
is worse than inept. Pointless, childish and naturally 
heavy on jingoism, it is also high in back-biting, racism, 
conspiracy theories (which Van Tongeren dreamt up in 
his prison cell) as well as illiterate. 

As part of the “White Pride Coalition” of Australia, the 
ANM has lost its website on Freeserve and moved to a 
US internet provider as Van Tongeren once more 
prepares to launch himself into a bitter campaign 
against the tolerant majority. Soon after his release, Van 
Tongeren launched an appeal for the Aus$500,000 
(£180,000) he feels the ANM needs to relaunch itself 
onto the political landscape. The likelihood of success, 
other than by his tried and tested methods of robbery 
and violence is, of course, zero. Those ANM members 
who believe Van Tongeren can lead them to glory are 
hopelessly out of touch with political reality. 
Van Tongeren’s former deputy, Peter Coleman, turned 


up two years ago in a Sydney garage wearing a white 
sheet over his head claiming he was the Grand Cyclops 
of the Ku Klux Klan. That was shortly after he was asked 
to leave One Nation. 

Pauline Hanson’s One Nation (ON) represented the 
biggest opportunity for the political misfits of the far 
right and was perfect for Van Tongeren’s supporters. 
A right of centre, racially conservative party similar to 
the National Front in Britain in the 1970s, ON was seen 
as a perfect organisation to divert conservative 
dissatisfaction into nazism. ON will not be coming 
back, but Van Tongeren’s magic figure of $500,000 is only 
$2,000 short of the amount by which Hanson attempted 
to defraud the Queensland Electoral Commission. 
Perhaps some political lessons have been learnt. 

Saleam and NA have generally rejected the ballot box 
and instead favoured the “cadre” system. Saleam has 
been busy writing of late, and on his website publishes 
his musings about the state of the far right, even offering 
his doctoral thesis in which most of the sources quoted 
are his own. 

While the ANM lives in a world of distant dream 
fantasies and conspiracies, Saleam has opted for the 
paranoia approach. His “Nationalist Archive” reveals a 
continuous attempt to excuse his long-standing 
criminality and claim that time after time he was framed 
for his political beliefs. Interestingly, Saleam also 
believes that Van Tongeren was framed, but also that all 
neo-nazis are working for the state. Saleam’s attempts to 
clarify his position in over 20 years of fascist politics may 
presage a relaunch of his career, particularly if he can 
line up against the ANM or the conservative right. 

Whatever happens, no amount of money will bring 
electoral or any other kind of success for the ANM. 
However the ANM’s propensity for violence and 
intimidation does not appear to have waned in Van 
Tongeren’s absence. The reemergence of both Saleam and 
Van Tongeren means that all sections of the community 
must continue to be mindful that poison spreads. 

The Federal Labor party’s setback at the hands of the 
Greens in a recent by-election will have further 
increased the sense of urgency felt by Saleam and others 
attempting to forge a “new” right. Saleam recently 
joined other hopefuls, including the New South Wales 
treasurer of One Nation and the ANM’s Wayne Van 
Blitterswyk, in a discussion forum attended by Dr Saad 
Al Samarai, the Iraqi Chargé d’Affaires to Australia. 
Along with the fringe left, many at the conference 
perceive the war on terror as part of a conspiracy by the 
New World Order. The September conference swapped 
the “oil” conspiracy for “Zionist” (Jewish) conspiracies, 
attracting the full range of gun-nuts and conspiracy 
theorists, as well as a former executive member of 
Germany’s hardline NPD. 

The traditional right has just lately been overly keen 
on anti-Islam jingoism, but both the left and the far right 
in Australia accuse Israel of masterminding the Bali 
bombing. Never would there have been a more 
uncomfortable time to become populist at the expense 
of “my enemy’s enemy”, but according to Saleam and 
others, never has there been a greater need for it. 
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from Karl Pfeifer in Vienna 


Haider revives ‘East Coast’ 
antisemitic rhetoric 


by our European editor, Graeme Atkinson 


Shameful judgment against 
anti-fascist 


KARL PFEIFER, an internationally respected journalist 
and author, has lost the libel action that he brought 
against the prominent right-winger Andreas Moizer. 
Moizer, editor of the far-right weekly rag Zur Zeit, is also 
a chief ideologist and cheerleader for Jorg Haider, 
Austria’s leading right-wing extremist and former leader 
of the Freedom Party. 

Pfeifer had objected to a fundraising letter sent to Zur 
Zeit’s subscribers last year which recycled the lie that he 
had caused the death of Werner Pfeifenberger, a right- 
wing academic who had sued Pfeifer for libel, lost and 
then committed suicide two years ago. 

The contested passage read: “Then there is the case of 
Karl Pfeifer v Zur Zeit. The long-time editor of the Jewish 
community’s newspaper was pinpointed on the occasion 
of Professor Pfeifenberger’s death as a member of the 
shooting party that drove the conservative political 
scientist to his death. As everybody knows, an 
investigation was opened against Pfeifenberger under 
Austria’s anti-Nazi laws because of his statements in the 
Freedom Party’s 1995 Yearbook. The Jewish journalist Karl 
Pfeifer denounced these statements for their ‘Nazi tone’ 
and, as a result, unleashed the legal avalanche against 
Pfeifenberger. When Zur Zeit ventured to show that this 
was the cause of [Pfeifenberger’s] suicide, Pfeifer sued.” 

The verdict by the Vienna High Court judge Dr 
Rooeggla in the case against Mdlzer repeats Molzer’s 
argument, declaring: “In this case, the plaintiff charged 
Professor Pfeifenberger that his article in the Freedom 
Party’s Yearbook contains ‘Nazi tones’ and that 
he advocates ‘glorification of the Volksgemeinschaft’ 
[the ethnic German community from which Jews were 
excluded], which is contrary to paragraph 3 of the laws 
forbidding Nazi activities. Criticism of this contravention 
and its consequences can be equally harsh.” 

Rooeggla’s verdict means that the court is using laws 
forbidding Nazi activities to gag a critical Jewish journalist. 
Yet the same judge in a case brought by Pfeifenberger 
against Karl Pfeifer in 1997 stated explicitly that “the 
conclusions drawn by the accused [Karl Pfeifer] from 
Dr Werner Pfeifenberger’s article are true,” and made no 
reference to the laws against Nazi activities. 

The latest decision shows how Austrian justice has 
followed closely in the footsteps of the right-wing 
Austrian coalition government which has been telling the 
world that Austria has very strict laws prohibiting Nazi 
activities. The judiciary is now using the same laws to 
silence anti-Nazi journalists and smother any attempt 
to shed light on conditions in the country. 

The German nazi publication Deutsche Stimme 
featured Moizer in its October edition. It described how 
a paper by Moizer on European politics was presented at 
a gathering of the nazi German National Democratic 
Party (NPD) and signed by the NPD leader Udo Voigt, the 
British National Party leader Nick Griffin and the former 
German terrorist and nazi lawyer Horst Mahler. 
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AS SEARCHLIGHT went to press, indications were that the 
right-wing, extremist Freedom Party (FPO) was heading for a 
well deserved setback in the general election on 24 November. 

The outgoing conservative Chancellor Wolfgang Schussel 
prides himself on this achievement but this was never his 
intention. Indeed, he had hoped to be Austria’s premier for 
a long time to come, with the help of the FPO’s inspiration 
and former leader, Jorg Haider. 

Rumour has it that Haider had a gentlemen’s agreement 
with SchUssel that he would take over as Chancellor after 
two years of the coalition government, but when Haider saw 
how the FPO vote was plunging in local elections, he 
became alarmed and started a rebellion in the party. 
The effort backfired, the FPO was wracked by feuds and the 
coalition government collapsed in tatters. 

When Haider visited Harvard University and _ lavishly 
praised the USA and free enterprise, his overtures were 
rejected and no serious politician would meet him. 
So in November the would-be statesman paid his 
third visit to Baghdad, where he made some 
“anti-imperialist” declarations. On  his_ return to 
Vienna, he bragged that he had influenced the Iraqi dictator 
Saddam Hussein to allow UN weapons inspectors into Iraq. 

Haider then gave a long interview to the Vienna weekly 
News, in which he attacked Schussel for double dealing 
and cowardice and answered criticism of his latest lraq 
junket by Karl-Heinz Grasser, the FPO Finance Minister in 
the outgoing coalition. Haider told the News that Grasser “is 
interested in getting a job in the USA and it is obvious that 
he needs the goodwill of the East Coast where a policy 
friendly to the Arabs cannot help him”. 

Pressed as to what he meant by “East Coast”, Haider 
enlarged: “The financial world and the banks in the 
establishment of the East. He [Grasser] wants to make a 
new professional career there and a policy friendly to the 
Arabs is not acceptable. Therefore he is criticising me. This 
marks out the difference between us: | have convictions. He 
is just interested in himself.” 

It is typical of Haider’s antisemitism that Jews are not 
mentioned explicitly and clear that by “East Coast” he 
means American Jews who, in his opinion, rule the USA. 
Haider still believes in the hoary old “world Jewish 
conspiracy” myth and likes to present himself as a man of 
“convictions” trying to overthrow the powers of darkness. 

The FPO’s election prospects were not helped by Grasser’s 
defection to the conservatives on 12 November. The popular 
minister accepted an offer by Schlussel to serve as an inde- 
pendent minister should the People’s Party win the election. 

It is a fact that SchUssel signed a coalition pact with 
Haider, a man with a grossly delusional view of the world 
based on irrational fears and hatreds. Haider, aware that the 
game was as much up for the FPO as it was for the coalition 
with Schlussel promised in his News interview that he would 
found a new party if the Freedom Party got less than 15% of 
the vote on 24 November. Less than a fortnight before the 
vote, opinion polls were giving it barely 10%. 


From Esbé for REFLEX in Paris 


Indoor rally lays foundations for 
new party 


Almost a thousand French fascists gathered at the 
Wagram Hall in Paris on 9 November for a Festival of 
Identity and Freedom. Banned from the streets because 
the date was the anniversary of Hitler’s infamous Night 
of Broken Glass (Kristallnacht) anti-Jewish pogrom in 
1938, the fascists had evidently decided to hold their 
demonstration indoors. 

Those attending the rally, which was “by invitation 
only”, were clad in the typical uniform of the hardcore 
fascist scene worldwide: big boots, black bomber 
jackets and Celtic crosses. Many had shaven heads. 
A heavy mob guarded the main entrance to ensure that 
only those invited got in. Inside, some exchanged stiff- 
armed salutes. 

The gathering attracted a wide spectrum of fascists, 
with activists of Bruno Mégret’s moribund Mouvement 
National Républicain (MNR), the banned Unité Radical, 
regionalist groups such as Alsace First, and the Front 
National (FN) highly visible. 

A number of workshops were held on such barely 
disguised racist themes as “the cultural imperative’, 
“judicial totalitarianism” and “identity in rock and roll”, 
dovetailing neatly with the day’s favoured slogans, “You 
are no longer alone to face the rabble” and “Europe for 
the Europeans”. 

The presence of the MNR’s deputy leader, Jean-Yves 
Gallou, flew in the face of the protestations made by 
Mégret since his catastrophic performance in the 
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presidential elections, that the MNR “is not on the far 
right”. Gallou was not the only MNR-linked luminary in 
attendance. Others included Louise Alleau, wife of Gilles 
Soulas, the owner of the historical revisionist bookshop 
L’€ncre and former national treasurer of the MNR, and 
the notorious pagan Pierre Vial, who deserted the MNR 
to return to the FN fold and still sits on the Rhéne-Alpes 
regional council. 

None of these people looked uncomfortable among 
the welter of stands touting all manner of fascist books 
and leaflets denouncing the Nazi gas chambers as “a 
Stalinist lie”. They were, however, somewhat upstaged by 
the race theorist Guillaume Faye, who opened the event 
to great acclaim. 

In a less than convincing statement, Robert Spieler, a 
former FN official from Alsace, declared, “This meeting 
is not intended to build a new party”. But his listeners — 
well aware of the MNR’s ongoing decline as exemplified 
by Catherine Mégret’s disastrous defeat in the mayoral 
election in Vitrolles in October — knew the meeting’s 
purpose was to lay foundations for a new organisation 
to fill the vacuum left by the MNR. 

While the fascists debated the issues, about 200 
anti-fascists, including members of Ras |’Front, 
Scalp, the CNT trade union and French Jews for 
Peace, demonstrated behind a heavy police cordon 
near the hall. Commenting on the fascist rally, 
Sylvain Garel, a Green Party councillor in Paris, said the 
meeting was “a provocation that should have been 
banned”. 


@ January's Searchlight will carry a full analysis of the 
crisis in Mégret’s MNR. 
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STATESIDE 


World View 


by Devin Burghart in Chicago 


Abortion restrictions a priority 
for new Congress 


THOUGH NOT NEARLY as dramatic as the 2000 election 
out of which George W. Bush was eventually appointed 
President, the results of the 2002 US elections were still 
significant. Bucking historical trends for off-year 
elections, the Republicans picked up seats in both the 
Senate and the House of Representatives. They now 
control Congress and the Presidency, and have a 
sympathetic Supreme Court. 

After another tumultuous election season, the Bush 
team was again able to stage an astounding comeback. 
What began with discussions about the faltering US 
economy and administration ties to corporate crooks 
such as Enron ended up being drowned out by talk of 
terrorism and war, culminating in a major Bush victory. 

While guns and butter were the meta-issues of the 
2002 elections, early on white nationalists kept stealing 
headlines. In the South, maintaining racist symbols of 
the Confederacy became campaign fodder thanks to 
white nationalist groups such as the Council of 
Conservative Citizens (CofCC). 

In Illinois, a Democratic candidate took heat for 
taking a US$25,000 (£15,800) contribution from a 
national socialist black metal musician living in 
Germany (the nazi’s dad is a judge who repaid a favour 
to the candidate’s politically influential father). 

In Texas, National Alliance members created a stir 
when they contributed to the Republican candidate for 
governor, hoping to defeat the Democrat who is Latino. 
And in Michigan, two minor party candidates garnered 
attention after their militia connections surfaced. 

Out in Colorado, a Republican candidate got into 
trouble for receiving funds from militia buddy Larry 
Pratt, while a worker on a different campaign was fired 
after sending anti-immigrant emails. 

All of those issues dissipated before election day, so 
how could things turn so quickly? Democrats were 
confident they could take back the House of 
Representatives and retain control of the Senate 
because of the bad economy and corporate greed. 

But for much of the fall, members of Congress were 
pulled off the campaign trail to debate Bush’s resolution 
on Iraq. The Democrats were unable to muster even 
tepid opposition to a unilateral attack on Iraq, and 
handed the Republicans a (non)issue to use on the 
campaign trail: “patriotism”. In one case, a Republican 
challenger absurdly attacked the patriotism of the 
incumbent Democrat who had lost three limbs in 
military service. 

Further, Democrats were simply out-organised. In 
Georgia, for instance, Ralph Reed, head of the state 
Republicans, put into practice what he preached at the 
Christian Coalition and used local-level voter drives to 
boost turnout and unseat the incumbent Democrat. 

The Democrats did fare better in some state races, but 
those results will have no impact on the appointment of 
controversial judicial nominees or the national agenda. 
Among the first items expected to be muscled through 
the new Congress are “Homeland security”, tax cuts 
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(benefiting the wealthiest) and drilling in Alaskan 
wildlife preserves. Further restrictions on abortion are 
also an administration priority — at least that’s what 
Trent Lott told his party’s impatient Christian Right 
base. A big test of that patience will come on 22 January, 
the 30th anniversary of the decision that legalised 
abortion. 

While most of the attention has been focused on 
the results of the federal elections, there are a number 
of local and statewide ballot measures that should be of 
interest to readers of Searchlight. 

Residents in Gulfport, Mississippi chose to keep flying 
the Confederate Battle Flag, thanks to CofCC support. 
The flag is viewed by many as a divisive historical 
symbol of hate. 

Oregon, on the other hand, passed a ballot measure to 
correct another historic wrong. It abolished outdated 
and offensive racist language from the state constitution 
such as, “No free negro, or mulatto, not residing in this 
state at the time of the adoption of this constitution, 
shall come, reside, or be within this state, or hold any 
real estate’. Though the measure passed 
overwhelmingly, it is disconcerting that over 31% of the 
voters chose to maintain that racist language. 

There were mixed election results relating to the rights 
of gays and lesbians. Christian right activists persuaded 
Nevada voters to pass an amendment banning same sex 
marriage. At the local level, however, human rights fared 
much better, retaining or adding sexual orientation 
provisions to non-discrimination codes in Ypsilanti, 
Michigan; Sarasota, Florida; Tacoma, Washington; and 
Westbrook, Maine. 

Anti-immigrant activists pushing an “English only” 
agenda also had mixed results at the polls. A proposal to 
abolish bilingual education in schools easily swept to 
victory in “liberal” Massachusetts, while failing in 
“conservative” Colorado. It was defeated thanks to a 
mobilised opposition and a strategic blunder by English 
only advocates. At the same time, Kansas elected a state 
School Board candidate who wants to violate the 
Constitution by prohibiting the education of children of 
undocumented immigrants. 

For white nationalists, this consolidation of power by 
the Republicans in the 2002 election brings back painful 
memories of the Reagan era. They watched their ideas 
(and their base of support) get swept along into the 
mainstream while they were left behind. 
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From Mara Viadimirova in Moscow 


Justice Ministry cracks down on 
National-Bolsheviks 


THE LATEST STAGE in the long-running trial of the leader 
of the fascist National-Bolshevik Party (NBP) has opened 
in Saratov on the Volga. Eduard Limonov and three other 
NBP activists are charged with distributing weapons and 
calling for the violent overthrow of Russian president 
Vladimir Putin. 

The Russian authorities have been cracking down on 
NBP members for some time and 13 “natsbols”, as they 
are known, are now in prison. In October, the NBP’s 
newspaper, Limonka, was Officially closed down although 
the party has continued to publish it by simply changing 
its name to General Line. 

The NBP perhaps the most ideological of Russia’s 
fascist organisations, was founded some time between 
November 1992, when a group of radicals led by 
Limonov quit Vladimir Zhirinovsky’s Liberal Democratic 
Party of Russia, and November 1994, when the first 
issue of Limonka appeared. 

Unlike many fascist groups in Russia, the NBP was 
established by relatively intellectual people including 
Limonov himself, who is a novelist, the esoteric 
philosopher Alexander Dugin and the punk rock musician 
Igor Letov, leader of the band Grazhdanskaya Oborona 
(Civil Defence). Rooting itself in the alternative and 
underground cultural scene, the party was able to attract 
intellectuals, artists and musicians. Not all stayed the 
course. Dugin, for example, left after quarrelling with 
Limonov. 

At first, the NBP was largely just a group of leaders 
without a significant membership. Its main activity was 
publishing and distributing Limonka and Dugin’s 
magazine, Elements, but NBP members. also 
participated in the organisation of rock concerts, 
which were reported in the party press, in a bid to draw 
young people and students into the party. Today, 
experts on the far right believe it has around 7,000 
members in 51 districts. 

The NBP has contested elections since 1996 but has 
failed miserably. Its members are much more 
enthusiastic about provoking street clashes with the 
police and ideological enemies. High on its list of 
“enemies” are democrats and anti-fascists as well as, 
surprisingly, Russian Nationalist Union (RNE) nazis and 
skinheads. 

Limonov has been badly beaten on several occasions 
and the Moscow bunker of the party has been raided. 
Limonov later publicly accused both the FSB (the former 
KGB) security service and the RNE of engineering the 
raid, declaring that the NBP’s main task was “to win the 
streets”. 

In line with this objective, the natsbols routinely take 
part in demonstrations organised by the opposition to 
Putin, collaborating with Victor Ampilov’s party 
Trudovaya Rossia (Labour Russia), which combines 
primitive communist propaganda with racism and 
nationalism. NBP members are adept at using 
hooliganism to force the mass media to report on their 


activities. A female NBP member lashed the face of 
the former Soviet president Gorbachev with flowers, 
while on another occasion natsbols attacked the 
popular Russian film producer, Nikita Michalkov, with 
raw eggs. In another stunt, NBP activists in St 
Petersburg occupied the legendary revolutionary 
battleship Aurora. 

One of the NBP’s most active groups is in Latvia where 
the party operates in semi-legality and “defends the 
rights of the Russian population” against mounting 
Russophobia spread by Latvian nationalists. 

The images and forms of struggle used by Limonov’s 
supporters have close similarities to those of the west 
European autonomes — independent left-wing radicals. 
NBP cadres travel widely in the West and actively 
communicate with the “alternative scene” there. 

Limonov himself had a profile in western Europe 
long before he became known in Russia. In 1974 he 
was expelled from the Soviet Union for anti-state 
activities and only received permission to return in 
1991. In between, he spent seven years in the USA 
but was so deeply disillusioned by the American way 
of life that he wrote several critical articles about 
it. Returning to Europe, he lived in France where 
he became acquainted with Jean-Marie Le Pen, leader 
of the Front National, and organised meetings 
between Le Pen and Zhirinovsky. Like numerous other 
fascists, he made three separate pilgrimages to the 
war-torn Balkans. 

Since its foundation, the NBP’s ideology has evolved in 
an ever more militant and ultra-nationalist direction with 
its favoured slogan, “Russia is everything, the rest is 
nothing”, spelling out the party’s stance. 

From the beginning too, the party’s main thrust has 
been to mix left and right-wing radicalism, incorporating 
aspects of early fascism, Stalinism, anarchism and even 
religious fundamentalism. Armed with this hotchpotch of 
ideas, the natsbols see themselves as revolutionaries 
living on the borders of the law. Unlike many of their far- — 
right brethren, they are ready to go to prison for their 
ideas, regarding themselves as romantic idealists who 
want to reshape the world. 

These fanatics, who call each other tovarishch 
(comrade) as in the Soviet era, regard Limonov as a god. 
Leaders of NBP local groups are called Gauleiter like in 
nazi Germany. Even the party’s symbols are an eclectic 
mishmash of fascism and Bolshevism with the party’s > 
banner displaying a red hammer and sickle in a white 
circle against a black background. 

When they take part in street actions, Limonov’s 
natsbols try to ape the militant style and black garb of the 
autonomes and the aesthetic of political action is very 
important to them, a fact indicated by the close links of 
NBP members with certain trends in art and music. 

Their party papers promote the élan of revolt 
together with sharp criticism of the ruling power 
structures, apologetics for terrorism and even 
instructions on how to put together home-made bombs 
and Molotov cocktails. 

Aware of the danger lurking in the NBP the authorities 
are going in for the kill. In August last year the Justice 
Ministry demanded that the Moscow regional court close 
down the party. But the court rejected such a move, 
claiming that the evidence presented by the Justice 
Ministry was lacking in substance. 

Russia now awaits the result of Limonov’s trial. 
Most NBP members are quite pessimistic about the 
outcome and think Limonov could be in prison for some 
time to come. 
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World\ 


by Bertie van Zyl 


NINE BOMB BLASTS rocked the Soweto township in the 
early hours of 30 October. One explosion blew a chunk of 
railway track several hundred yards, causing it to smash 
into a family hut, killing a woman and seriously injuring 
aman. 

Soweto, near Johannesburg, is a symbol of anti- 
apartheid resistance and the largest settlement of black 
people in South Africa. Nobody has claimed 
responsibility for the bombs but the signs point in one 
direction, because since April South African police have 
been working to destroy a underground Boer network 
that goes by the name Boeremag (Boer Force). 

In early October, police seized a weapons arsenal at a 
farm in the northwest of the country. The haul included 
16 pipe bombs, rifles, pistols, large quantities of 
ammunition, shells, detonators and chemicals for 
building bombs. The raid followed the discovery two 
weeks earlier of an abandoned truck that turned out to 
be a mobile hospital with an X-ray unit and facilities for 
surgical operations, packed with civil war paraphernalia: 
automatic rifles, petrol bombs, steel helmets, food 
supplies, radios and materials for manufacturing bombs. 

Documents outlining the hitherto unknown doctrine 
of “Boer Power” were discovered on a computer 
belonging to an arrested right-wing suspect. This brutal 
doctrine follows the pattern of fascist putsch politics: 
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— Destabilisation of the country with attacks. 

— Murder of government ministers and MPs. 

B Incitement of black people against each other. 

® Seizure and occupation of airports and radio stations. 
& Infiltration of army bases. 

& Putting the national power grid out of action. 

The resulting chaos would be turned into a coup 
d’état. The fascist blueprint envisages so-called 
“Coloureds” (mixed-race population) as allies, who 
would be rewarded with the Western Cape. Black South 
Africans and Asians would be expelled. 

A list of race war prisoners to be freed includes Eugene 
de Kock, commander of the apartheid state’s death 
squads, who was sentenced to 212 years; Willem Ratte, 
ethnic German leader of the right-wing extremist 
Pretoria Boer Commando; and the killers of the 
Communist Party leader Chris Hani. 

Twenty alleged Boer Force members have been arrested 
to date, the biggest catch being Thomas Vorster whose 
face has figured on “Wanted” posters across the country. 

Vorster is Boer Force’s underground leader, thinks 
Henri Boshoff, of the Pretoria Institute of Security 
Studies, who says Vorster was, until 1994, a military 
secret service operative, his job being “to handle the 
right wing”. South African papers say Vorster was also 
busy in the Civil Cooperation Office (CCB), an army 
disinformation unit, which organised hit squads. Vorster 
is also Boer Force’s most likely link with US racists 
because he often travelled there and, in a raid on the 
group, police found fascist emblems used in the USA 
and Europe. 

Boer Force's role is to fill the vacuum on the white 
racist right created by the disappearance of the Afrikaner 
Weerstaansbeweging (AWB), whose leader, Eugene 
Terre’ Blanche, is serving a five-year jail sentence. 

Compared with previous extreme-right organisations, 
Boer Force’s social composition is noteworthy. 
Alongside farmers are members of the white middle 
class including businessmen, engineers, a physician 
and at least three army officers, including a colonel. 

While such a group can cause tension, it is not well 
anchored. “This is a small pocket of ultra-rightists who 
cannot command significant support, not even in 
conservative white circles,” says Laurie Nathan, director 
of the Centre for Conflict Resolution in Cape Town and 
himself a former CCB target. 

As the Soweto onslaught proves though, Boer Force 
can still strike. How long it can continue will depend on 
how far it can function on a cell basis, given the well 
known existence of informants in its ranks and among 
those who have quit. The authorities started penetrating 


on plans revealed 


these circles in 1998, after an armed robbery at an army 
depot when members of the fascist Die Volk group, stole 
weapons and captured, and later murdered, two 
soldiers. Die Volk’s ideas are similar to those of Boer 
Force: destabilisation, firing on black townships from a 
submarine and, if there is enough chaos, killing 
president Thabo Mbeki and seizing power. 

A key defendant — himself a former AWB member - in 
the trial of those involved in the Die Volk robbery claims 
that Johan Niemoller is the organisation’s real leader. 
Niemoller is a wealthy businessman and farmer whose 
name crops up elsewhere in Africa as a supplier of 
weapons, military know-how and mercenaries to 
dictators and war lords. 

A United Nations report on mercenaries, published in 
July, names him as a smuggler of Angolan diamonds 
bought from the late Jonas Savimbi’s rebel Unita army, 
a supplier of weapons to Unita and a recruiter of 
European mercenaries for Unita. 

In 1998, the South African daily Mail & Guardian 
quoted a South African security expert from whom 
Niemoller had sought strategic advice about unleashing a 
wave of military revolts in Angola and Central Africa. The 
expert brought out the real point: “kick the communists 
out of Africa and put the white man back in power’. 

Niemoller’s wealth stems from the 1980s when he 
supplied the South African Defence Force with military 
goods but that was only one side of his nefarious 
activities. By the end of the decade he was working for 
the CCB, which gave him 600,000 rand, to set up a front 
company in Namibia. 

There he was involved in the murder in September 1989 
of Anton Lubowski, a SWAPO activist and lawyer, whom 
he had visited and whose house he filmed, from the 
inside, for the CCB. Niemoller’s name was also linked to a 
clumsy attempt to kidnap four African National Congress 
leaders, including Oliver Tambo, in London in 1984. 

Die Volk might be continuing its work under the Boer 
Force flag. Niemoller is not behind bars but Vorster and 
his playmates are likely to be less fortunate. Their trial 
starts next May and could open the whole South African 
putschist can of worms. 


As Searchlight went to press, a shadowy far-right Boer 
organisation calling itself the Boer Nation Warriors (BNW) 
claimed responsibility for the October bombings in Soweto. 
The BNW -— probably also Die Volk — threatened further 
bombings at Christmas unless 35 of its supporters are 
freed from jail, including the 20 Boer Force members 
currently detained for plotting the overthrow of the South 
African government. 


POLAND 


From Rafal Pankowski in Warsaw 


Anti-racist action changes 
attitude of football authorities 


THE ANTI-FASCIST Never Again Association and the charity 
Polish Humanitarian Action have collected 27,552 
signatures for a petition demanding action against racism in 
Polish football stadia. The signatures were presented to 
Michal Listkiewicz, the president of the Polish Football 
Association, on 21 October. 

Listkiewicz has vowed to cooperate with Never Again to 
remove racist symbols from football grounds. In an interview 
for the Polish Press Agency, he said: “We totally support the 
action to eliminate any negative behaviour from our stadia, 
including racist or fascist symbols. This action is convergent 
with UEFA policy. We will compel FA delegates to oppose any 
xenophobic behaviour in stadia. Those who will not respect 
this will meet with sanctions including the closure of stadia.” 

The petition lists antisemitic abuse, fascist symbols and 
frequent hostility to black players as causes for concern at 
Polish football grounds. Signatures were collected in stadia 
and schools all over the country as well as during Przystanek 
Woodstock, the big European music festival organised 
annually in Zary. Meanwhile, football fans are continuing to 
send in more signatures from all over the country. 

The presentation of the petition was part of a week of 
action by Football Against Racism in Europe (FARE), an 
international network co-founded by Never Again. “We are 
happy to express our complete support for the FARE action 
week and we call upon everybody across Europe to join the 
campaign,” said Gerhard Aigner, UEFA’s chief executive. To 
coincide with the week of action, UEFA announced its own 
10-point plan of action against racism. 

The issue of racism in Polish football was discussed on an 
intemational level for the first time when a Never Again 
representative took part in a FIFA congress in Buenos Aires in 
July 2001. Three Polish delegates, including representatives 
of Never Again, also took part in a well organised FARE 
conference, attended by delegates from across Europe, at 
Sheffield United’s Bramall Lane ground earlier this year. 

Combined pressure in the form of the grassroots petition 
and the UEFA initiative have now prompted a visible change 
of attitude by the Polish FA management which, until 
recently, denied the need to address the problem of racism 
and fascism in Polish football stadia. 

The new attitude was illustrated at the Legia Warszawa- 
Widzew League match in Warsaw on 25 October, when a 
riot disrupted the match and the Legia stadium was partly 
demolished. Among those present were fascists displaying 
a sick banner with the Nazi motto Arbeit macht frei. In 
response, the chairmen of the Polish FA made 
unprecedentedly strong statements to the media, unusually 
highlighting the issue of fascist banners. Matches will now 
be stopped until such banners are removed. 

In addition to being punished for hooliganism Legia 
Warszawa was fined £8 for the display of racist and fascist 
symbols in the club’s stadium. For the very first time in 
Polish football history, a club has been brought to book for 
the racist behaviour of its fans. 

Greeting the decision, Jolanta Skubiszewska, coordinator 
of Never Again’s football campaign, told Searchlight, “We 
hope that further steps towards a non-racist culture in 
Polish stadia will follow”. 
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NEW ZEALAND 


How Holocaust denial penetrated New Zealand academia 


Hans Joachim Kupka enrolled as a doctoral student at Waikato University, 
New Zealand, in July 1998. Two years later he withdrew from his studies amid 
great controversy and upset in the Jewish and anti-racist communities. 
Kupka had been revealed to be a Holocaust denier, racist, and right-wing 
extremist, and the university been shown complicit in his questionable enrolment 
on a PhD programme. It was to be the most explosive case of Holocaust denial 
that New Zealand academia had ever known. Kate Taylor reports. 


he Kupka affair, Waikato university has offered a 

public apology. The Renwick Report, which was 
two years in the making, found the university to be 
negligent on a number of counts, most notably in those 
areas pertaining to upholding ethical standards in the 
conduct of research on human subjects. 

It would seem unfathomable to many that the odious 
works of Holocaust denial could have seeped into 
New Zealand’s universities, not least because of the 
prominence of Holocaust denial in the media that same 
year. As shockwaves were reverberating through New 
Zealand when the Kupka affair became public, David 
Irving, the world’s most infamous Holocaust denier, was 
being branded a liar and antisemite in London’s High 
Court. It was a time when academics should have been 
on their guard. Instead, the case involving Kupka had 
been allowed to fester and flourish since he started his 
studies. It soon became clear that some senior members 
of staff at Waikato had been aware of his views early on 
in the application process, prompting questions 
surrounding his place at the university. 

Before Kupka’s emigration from Germany to New 
Zealand in 1992, he had been one of the top-ranking 
officials of the German neo-nazi Republikaner Partei 
(Republican Party). Throughout the 1980s he was the 
regional party chairman in lower Bavaria, graduating to 
become deputy chairman of the Bavarian section in 
1987. At the time, the Republican Party was headed by 
Franz Schénhuber, a member of Hitler’s Waffen SS 
during the Second World War. 

After arriving in New Zealand Kupka continued to 
propagate extremist views, mainly via internet chat 
rooms. Around 3,000 pages of his correspondence have 
been archived. In one page he refers to the Holocaust as 
the “Holocult”. Kupka also described Elie Wiesel, the 
Nobel Prize winner and Holocaust survivor, as “a 
revanchist of the worst kind ... for this malicious 
agitator who wants to persecute the Germans and wants 
to hold them liable unto the tenth generation I have no 
other word”. 

Kupka’s thesis title, “The Use of German in New 
Zealand”, proposed to analyse the contribution of 
German immigrants in New Zealand. Members of the 
Jewish community, including Holocaust survivors, 
would invariably form part of this category. The thought 
that someone who holds such extreme antisemitic 
beliefs could end up interviewing survivors of the Nazi 
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camps proved unbearable for some. 

“The idea that a German-Jewish refugee who escaped 
by the skin of his teeth and whose whole family was 
murdered should receive someone like Kupka in his 
home is more than disgusting”, wrote Louise 
Freudenberg, a research scholar in the German History 
department of the University Berlin. Freudenberg 
was one of four academics to analyse Kupka’s writings 
for the report. 

Another, Professor Emeritus John Moses of the 
University of Queensland, concurred with Freuden- 
berg’s findings: “There is no doubt that if Kupka 
attempts to come to New Zealand to interview 
Holocaust survivors he should be banned”. Comparing 
Kupka to David Irving, Moses added, “They are both 
hate-filled lunatics”. 

Professor Peter Longerich, who served as an expert 
witness on behalf of Deborah Lipstadt and Penguin 
Books in the David Irving libel case, stated categorically, 
“Mr Kupka’s argumentation follows, in a_ very 
characteristic manner, the typical patterns of 
Holocaust-denial”. 

There can be little doubt that Waikato University had 
some idea of Kupka’s background before he enrolled. 
Kupka had already been refused a place on a Masters 
programme at Massey University. His academic record 
was poor, but of greater concern was that his proposed 
area of research had been deemed “ethically 
inappropriate”. Kupka had hoped to submit a thesis on 
the Republikaner Partei, demonstrating it to be a 
democratic political party. 

Norman Franke, a lecturer in the German 
department, was first to voice his concerns about 
Kupka. Following Kupka’s application in 1998 he wrote 
to colleagues: “I am not convinced that the candidate 
meets the academic standards required for such an 
undertaking. Secondly, I have serious doubts about his 
intellectual capacity and moral maturity as a D.Phil 
student despite his actual age ... Moreover, given the 
public political profile of this man, I can only warn our 
Department that to enter into a D.Phil commitment 
may damage its reputation ... and the University as a 
whole”. Many did not take note. 

Bill Renwick, the former head of the Department of 
Education and author of the 167-page report, asserted 
that the Kupka affair was entirely unprecedented and 
would have tested any New Zealand university at 
the time. Waikato, he concluded, was not to blame for all 


the issues surrounding the case. The charge, for 
instance, that Kupka had insufficient grades to be 
allowed entry, was declared to be untrue, though it was 
the case that his academic record was borderline. It was 
also made clear that many members of staff occupying 
the echelons of power at the university reacted with apt 
compassion to the revelations of Holocaust denial. 
But the report has also shown that Waikato was culpable 
in certain areas with regard to its handling of the affair. 

One of the main tenets of the report relates to 
questions of ethics. Waikato University, it found, was 
seriously lacking in its procedures regarding the 
governance of ethical considerations in doctoral 
investigations. Kupka’s “research did not receive 
the ethical scrutiny required for proposals involving the 
participation of human subjects”. Ethics is a serious 
issue in social science studies, and the Kupka affair has 
proved to be a highly evocative test case. 

Mr Franke and Dov Bing, a professor of political 
science at Waikato, wrote a letter in 1999 alerting the 
university of the consequences that lack of ethical 
consideration could bring: “No serious Doctoral study of 
German in New Zealand can be undertaken without 
extensive reference to these Jewish refugees from Nazi 
Europe and without the cooperation of these refugees 
and their families”. Given Kupka’s political background it 
was stressed that no member of the community would 
comply with Kupka’s research, if they were made fully 
aware of the facts. It transpired that a copy of Kupka’s 
proposal never reached the Humanities Research and 
Ethics Committee, despite Kupka’s assertion that it 
would be forwarded. University policy did not render 
the acquisition of ethical approval a necessity at the 
time. As a result of the chasm in policy that the Kupka 
case has revealed, the university “should ... prepare a 
statement of policy on academic freedom and ethical 
standards in research involving human subjects’, 
according to the Renwick Report. 

The Vice-Chancellor of the University has also 
come under considerable fire for the manner in which 
he has dealt with the issues arising. The president of the 
New Zealand Jewish Council, David Zwartz, said that 
Bryan Gould, a former Labour MP in Britain, appeared 
to be “avoiding or reinterpreting major conclusions in 
the report” and his actions had perpetuated the 
problems arising from the case. 

Professor Gould has previously maintained that 
Kupka’s writings did not “constitute Holocaust denial. 
I do not profess any expertise in this area, but I am able 
to make a proper and balanced judgement.” 

Yet the first finding of the Renwick Report 
categorically concluded that, “Mr Kupka’s published 
opinions are in my view of a racist, anti-Semitic, and 
Holocaust-denying character”. The report went on to 
show that “by not opening a dialogue with Jewish 
colleagues and their supporters in the second half of 
March 2000, Professor Gould missed an important 
opportunity to inform them of his understanding of the 
issues facing the university, listen to their concerns, and 
consider how the university could respond to them”. 

The Report also stressed that the university did not 
respond “constructively to the cultural sensitivities of 
Jewish staff, students and the Jewish community”. 

The feeling that Waikato did not act with the necessary 
sensitivity towards the Jewish community had been 
severely compounded when Gould stated on the radio 
following Kupka’s departure that, “a great witchhunt was 
mounted on the basis of false information”. Such 
terminology carries great emotional weight, and the 


timing of these remarks only exacerbated mounting 
tensions on campus. Gould has since asserted that he 
was mistaken making that statement, and that he 
regretted using these precise words given their 
unpalatable connotations. 

But nonetheless, Renwick recommended that, “the 
University should make a public apology to the Jewish 
community for its lack of sensitivity to their legitimate 
cultural concerns ... letters of apology be sent to the 
Holocaust survivors and members of the families of 
Holocaust survivors who took a public stance”. 

The university has acted in accordance with this 
suggestion. But for members of the Jewish community, 
Gould’s personal response has been less than 
satisfactory. He did not initially make a personal 
apology, and while he stated that he accepted the main 
tenets of the report, some feel that he has not taken all of 
the criticisms on board. Gould’s statement asserted, 
“Much of the concern expressed on the issue of cultural 
safety has been based on misinformation”. This can be 
taken to imply that he felt the concerns of the Jewish 
community were not altogether legitimate — a point not 
echoed in Renwick’s conclusion. Partly, the Renwick 
Report serves as an indictment of procedures 
undertaken at the University of Waikato before and after 
the full details of the Kupka affair came to light. Certain 
measures have been taken to remedy some of the 
report's findings. But whether these ethical and political 
failings are fully rectified remains to be seen. 

“Areas where the university has been at fault, 
particularly in matters of communication and in 
dispelling misinformation, will be thoroughly examined 
and improved. Some steps have already been 
undertaken and are ongoing,” said Professor Gould. 

He added, “This has been a difficult issue for the 
university and the community. We were obliged to strike 
the right balance between our complete abhorrence of 
racism and anti-Semitism in all its forms on the one 
hand and our regard for principles of freedom of 
expression and academic freedom on the other.” 
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World:View 


From Tor Bach in Oslo 
Anti-immigration party tops 
Opinion polls 


A POPULIST ANTI-IMMIGRATION party has more support 
than any other Norwegian party according to the latest 
opinion polls. Around 32% of the electorate would cast their 
votes for Carl |. Hagen’s Progress Party (FrP). The Labour 
Party, which ruled Norway for several decades after the war, 
is down to 19% and still falling. 

Despite this, there is no public debate on how an 
extremist anti-taxation, anti-immigration and pro-apartheid 
party has been able to rise from obscurity and enter the 
political mainstream without major changes in its politics or 
leadership. 

Hagen, who has run the party for more than 25 years, 
is currently challenging the current centre-right coalition 
government with left-wing arguments that Norway should 
spend more of its North Sea oil money on health and the 
elderly. Exposing the FrP’s agenda seems difficult and 
Hagen treats the FrP as his own fiefdom, eliminating 
internal opposition that might cause him problems and 
rewarding those loyal to him, for example Terje Saviknes, 
the mayor of Os, near Bergen. 

Last year, Sgviknes was thought politically dead and 
buried after it was revealed that he had sex with a 16-year- 
old girl who was under the influence of alcohol. After a 
short fall from grace, Saviknes is again part of the FrP’s 
structure. : 

Nobody knows what government by or with the FrP would 
mean, but it is clear that Hagen wants to remove state 
funding for the press, a move that would eradicate some 
newspapers critical of him. The party also wishes to 
repatriate more asylum seekers, slash development aid and 
cut state support for libraries, the theatre and opera. 

The most worrying aspect of the prospect of FrP 
participation in government is the party’s attitude towards 
religious minorities. Religious freedom is protected under 
the Norwegian constitution but a “plan for the integration of 
minority groups in Oslo”, presented in a 29-page document 
from the executive of the FrP’s Oslo branch, suggests that 
the state should withdraw funding for religious 
congregations that separate men and women at services or 
in their practices. The proposal would spell an end to 
support for Jewish and Muslim congregations. The FrP 
would also force all religious groups to observe Norwegian 
legislation on sexual equality. 

According to the FrP the authorities should “kindly ask” 
such congregations to close down if they continue their 
existing practices. Orthodox Jews, Muslims and Catholics 
would lose their places of worship and have to cease all 
religious activity. 

Nobody dares challenge the FrP and even the leader 
of the Norwegian Trade Union Congress, Gerd Liv Valla, 
a Labour Party member, brought greetings to the FrP’s 
last congress. The paucity of moral courage among 


Searchlight December 2002 34 


NORWAY 


intellectuals, trade unionists, and mainstream politicians is 
sending out a signal that the FrP would be acceptable as a 
coalition partner in a future government. 

Further to the right, the Norwegian nazi scene is suffering 
its steepest decline since the 1980s. It has no public profile 
and the only time it reaches public notice is when nazis 
end up in court. The most recent is Dag Ludvig Sandby, 
a member of the Oslo-based Bootboys goon squad, who 
was jailed for six months in October for possessing an illegal 
pistol and 500 grams of dynamite. 

As Searchlight goes to press, the appeal by the racist 
killers of Benjamin Hermansen has begun. Joe Erling Jahr 
and Ole Nicolai Kvisler, both Bootboy thugs, were jailed for 
16 and 15 years respectively for racially motivated murder 
last January. The prosecutors have also appealed, on the 
grounds that the sentences were too lenient. They are 
demanding the maximum penalty of 21 years. 

Another Bootboys member soon to appear in court again 
is Terje “Psycho” Sjalie, who is currently serving a long 
sentence for bank robbery and the attempted murder of 
Eirik Solheim, the nazi Viking chief, in an internal skirmish 
over stolen guns in 1998. Solheim unfortunately survived, 
thanks to a bullet proof vest. Possibly inspired by this 
involuntary contact with the Norwegian health service, he is 
studying medicine at Oslo University. 

Sjglie was also convicted for inciting racial hatred by 
stating that “the Jews plunder Norway every day” in a 
speech at the miserable attempt to stage a Rudolf Hess 
memorial march two years ago. He has appealed to the 
Supreme Court. 

In Tonsberg, 130 km south of Oslo, police are 
investigating a firebombing at an immigrant-owned grocery 
shop. A swastika was painted on the entrance and the 
police reportedly have evidence suggesting that local nazis 
were responsible for the crime. 

In the parliamentary corner of the nazi pigsty, the 
National Alliance (NA) is struggling to survive. Its website is 
down, after Arnljot Moseng’s internet business was bought 
by a Danish company which, apparently, did not want to 
give free web space to a racist party. In addition, the party 
has been prevented — by a deft use of Norwegian law — from 
using the name National Alliance by its former leader, 
Oddbjgrn “Oddball” Jonstad. 

Jonstad, meanwhile, is building his own group. In August, 
Jonstad and a motley crew of supporters held a meeting in 
his home town of Kolbotn. Among those attending was 
Jonstad’s secretary, the Norwegian nazi veteran Jan 
“Bomber” Odegaard. 

A former leader of Erik BlUcher’s Nasjonalt Folkeparti, 
@degaard has closely observed almost every disastrous 
postwar attempt to launch a nazi party. The highlight of his 
own contribution to the movement was probably his three 
years in prison for involvement in a campaign that led to the 
bombing of an Oslo mosque in 1985. 

@degaard has opted for the parliamentary road to 
nowhere. Whether he will find Oddball Oddbj@rn’s inspired 
leadership preferable to prison life remains to be seen. 
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RACISM AMONGST POLICE CADETS 
Can it be taught away? 


plus: a look at anti-racist youth work; 
Front Line implications; KKK re-group in USA 


20 years ago 
December 1982 


The right-wing Spanish 
priest accused of trying to 
kill the Pope on his visit to 
Portugal earlier this year 
has told the court that he 
does not regret his 
actions. 

Father Juan Fernandez 
Krohn also admitted that 
the attack was 
premeditated, defending it 
with the claim that the 
Pope was part of the 
communist threat to 
civilisation. 

Krohn is a follower of 
the French fundamentalist 


Archbishop Marcel 
Lefebvre, and has in the past been associated with fascist 
organisations in Spain. If convicted, he faces a possible 20-year 
jail sentence. 
His trial was suspended at the end of the first day, when the 
three presiding judges ordered that he be transferred to a Lisbon 
psychiatric hospital for reports on his metal health. 


10 years ago 
December 1992 
David irving’s 
unlucky Friday 
the 13th 
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THE INTERNATIONAL ANTI-FAS 


BNP IN ACTION: 
The Seduction of 
our children 


ic o\ is On a rainy Friday 13 
> 6er November 1992, a British 
F- citizen who entered 


Canada after being told he 
was not welcome, who lied 
about why he had come, 
and then failed to leave 
within the 48-hour time 
limit imposed on him, was 
handcuffed and escorted 
to Toronto airport by 
immigration officials. The 
man was the British 
historical revisionist writer 
David Irving and he was 
being deported from 
Canada ... 

Irving had been given notice by the Canadian authorities on 9 
October that he was not welcome in Canada, while attending an 
Institute for Historical Review gathering in California ... 

If Irving wants to visit Canada in future he has to get ministerial 
permission. Canada now joins Germany, Austria, South Africa and 
Italy in barring Irving. The hope is that Canada will enforce the ban 
better than Germany, which Irving claims to have visited 40 times 
in the last two years. 

Irving said to the press on 12 November: “I think you will find 
out at the end of this hearing whether | am a liar or the Canadian 
government is a liar”. Canada has now found out what anti-fascists 
around the world have always known. 
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